yourWimbotsham
Welcome to the Wimbotsham News!

November 2017

Produced by Wimbotsham Parish Council
Keeping you informed of village life
Deadline for next issue: 22nd January 2018
This newsletter is produced by Wimbotsham Parish Council. Every effort is made to ensure that
information is accurate at the time of going to print, but no liability will be accepted for losses
caused by inaccurate information.
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The village remembers
A wreath laying service at the
Village War Memorial will take

Saturday 11th
November at 10.45am.
place

on

Including the laying of wreaths,
the reading of the names of local
men who gave their lives, and two
minutes' silence at 11 o'clock.
All are welcome to this short
service.

HIRCOCKS COACHES – 01945 773461
Bury St Edmunds
Wednesdays 13th
December
Return 3pm - £10.00

Forthcoming excursions
Please ring for a Full 2017 Excursion List
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Next newsle er deadline
22nd January 2018!
wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk
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Parish Council
Parish Council Meetings
Meetings are held in the Village Hall Bar Room Starting at 7pm

Everyone is welcome to attend
If you would like to address the council there is an opportunity to speak

Next Meeting:
Tuesday 12th December 2017
Agendas & Minutes are published on the village notice boards & on the website:

Wimbotsham.com
Your councillors are:
Bates, Simon

The Beeches, 2 West Way

01366 386607

Cable, Ian (Vice(Vice-Chair)

37 Church Road

01366 386704

Chilvers, Dean

45 West Way

01366 386211

Clark, John

49 West Way

01366 382846

Fendley, David

12 Millers Lane

01366 383436

Frost, Dana

21 Tinkers Lane

01366 387211

Squires, Jackie (Chair)

88 West Way

01366 386370

Smith, Anne

30 Church Road

01366 389729

Contacting the Parish Council
The best way to contact the council is via the Parish Clerk.
Please remember to provide your name, address and telephone number.

Clerk to Wimbotsham Parish Council: Pippa Winson
King’’s Lynn,PE30 3NJ
37 Ullswater Avenue, South Woo6on, King
wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk
01553 674382
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Sunflowers

Many people have been admiring the display of sunflowers on the junction of Lynn
Road and the A10. I took some photos and on my way back home chanced upon
two senior residents waiting for a transport bus. I mentioned the beautiful flowers
and the lady replied "Oh we can't get up there these days, so won't be able to see
them." So for all those who can't enjoy the sight of mass of nodding sunflower
heads, I hope this gives you a flavour.
Carolyn Seymour
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Welcome to the November edition of ‘yourWimbotsham’.

Its great to have
so many contributions this time, so a bumper edition with 40 pages! So a big thank
you to all those who have submitted contributions, keep them coming thick and fast
for the next edition. It is really good to share all that has been happening in and
around the village and to know what is coming up in the next few months.
The newsletter is delivered by volunteers to, hopefully, every household in the
parish. But if you know of a household which doesn't receive it regularly, please let
the parish clerk know so that we can ensure they do.
By the time you receive this newsletter it will be November and thoughts of
Christmas will be in our minds, as you will notice there are several Christmas events
taking place, and not to forget services at both the Church and Methodist Church , if
you don’t attend either this is a great opportunity to visit, you are assured a warm
welcome at each. I recently attended the Harvest Festival at the Methodist Church,
it was a wonderful jolly service with a warm welcome and lovely tea and cake to
follow. Oh yes and a great array of local produce to take home!

If you prefer a more secular carol service, be sure not to miss the Recreation
Ground ‘Carol Service’ on the 14th December in the village hall, more of a talent
show with a Christmas Carol theme! Usually great fun with some audience
participation (mostly singing) along the way… don’t just take our word for it —
join in for free… free buffet too! If you have never been, be sure to make a date this
year: 14th December 7.30pm.
In the meantime there is a Stock Judging evening, a relaxed chance to get to know a
little more about animals and have a go—no experience needed! Winter walk and
pudding evening, to name but a few events, so please give these your support, its
always much appreciated by those who give there time to organise. No excuse not
to be social!
And if you have an idea for an event in 2018? The village hall committee are
looking to raise funds, as will the new working group to hopefully be set up to
further a new village hall, so contact the parish council with ideas and to volunteer!
Lastly, please send articles, contributions, praise, moans, groans, ideas for the next
newsletter (photos too). Deadline for submissions 22nd January 2018.
Ian Cable—Parish Council Vice Chairman

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
FROM
WIMBOTSHAM
PARISH COUNCIL
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Parish Council
Some topics from recent meetings:

clerk and / or directly to NNC Highways
online:
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and
-transport/roads/report-a-problem

Parking on Pavements
One of the most commonly received
complaints, or so it seems. Recently
several complaints have been received
regarding this issue to the southern end
of Church Road from The Chequers to
Turners Close. The Parish Council has
written to householders on Church Road
south, asking residents and visitors not to
park so that pavements are blocked. This
is an issue on West Way too.

A meeting has also taken place between
the parish council & NCC Highways to
review how the corner of Chapel Lane
and Church Road may be tidied up. A
response is awaited.

Defibrillator

A suggestion of a
defibrillator located at the village hall
has been taken on board and the
potential for a grant is being looked into
or there is a potential offer of funding
from a local group.

Considerate parking please!
Village Hall
At the recent parish council meeting it
was agreed to provide financial
assistance to the village hall committee
to help pay for the scheme of works
which has been carried out help bring the
village hall up to current health and
safety standards. Discussion has taken
place with a view to helping promote the
set up of a working group to consider
longer term options for a replacement
village hall. See how you might get
involved
elsewhere
within
the
newsletter.

Many hands make light work!
Village Green The parish council
has obtained quotations and instructed
the following works to trees on the
village green in order to provide more
light to the green and encourage grass
growth below the tree canopies. This
should take place from November
onwards once the leaves have fallen.
T1 – Lime: Remove deadwood and get
rid of epicormic growth in middle.
T2 – Norway Maple: Thin cr own 1520%.
T3 – Norway Maple: Thin cr own 1520%
T4 – Lime: Remove deadwood, clear
epicormic growth in middle.
T5 – Lime: Remove deadwood, 3-4 m
crown reduction.

Highways

The parish council has
reported a number of issues including
pot holes & verge cutting to NCC
Highways for the community rangers to
carry out on their next visit. If you know
of a highway matter which requires
attention, you can report to the parish
7
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permission from Stow Estate and jointly
funded by NCC & Wimbotsham PC.

Footpaths
The network of footpaths are well used
and extra cutting has taken place this
year, to help make them more
accessible. Though we are aware there
are still some areas where more attention
is required.
For instance, during
November we have arranged for the
Trod alongside Low Road to be cleared
to return it to its original width, so
please make use of this as a good cross
country route into Downham, the views
across the fens are great, especially at
sunset.

Dean Chilvers is the Parish Council
Footpaths officer, so please contact
Dean with any concerns or suggestions.
Or any Parish Council member.

Thank you to everyone who
has contributed to this
Newsletter
Please remember the deadline
for the next newsletter is

A new trod is also to be added alongside
Stow Road to provide a better link from
West Way to the tracks and paths to the
west of the village.
With kind

22nd January!

Friends & Neighbours
The Friends & Neighbours Group
enjoyed two summer outings this year.

"Music & Memories" at the Corn
Exchange. The music ranged from the
40's to the 70's - a good singalong! The
two girl singers have lovely voices and
an awful lot of costume changes! The
theatre was full and a good time was had
by us all.

The Lavender Centre In July we
went, by the community bus, to The
Lavender Centre. The journey was all
right, despite having picked the day of
the Sandringham Flower Show! (The
driver took us the long way round). And
luckily, apart from a shower or two, the
weather was kind and we were able to
walk round seeing what was on offer,
although I don't think any of us bought
anything. The café provided us with
lunch.

Meetings take place between 2 and 4
on the last Wednesday of the month and
we would be pleased to welcome
newcomers to our get-togethers.
Friends & Neighbours: Last Wednesday
in the month 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Methodist Church

Corn Exchange Then in early
Contact: Sheila Gove 01366 386892

September we enjoyed an afternoon of
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Council meetings and have been
reported to the highways. However, is
there not some way we can get some
sort of action? In normal day to day life
we all have observations, a plan of what
to do, a time frame of when it will be
done and a completion assessment.
This is as simple as planning for
cooking dinner to building a new village
hall for example. Is there something we
can do as individuals to help the parish
council get action? If you can let us
know as I am sure that we are all more
than willing to support and try and get
actions on the items that are mentioned
at Parish Council meetings.
The upside is, we have a couple of
pictures for the newsletter, but
hopefully now we can get the highways
out to do a full review?
Dean Chilvers

Tree Felling
Stow Road: 20th September 2017
As you can see the Police and a clear up
team were on site at 07:00 this morning
taking
care
of
the
situation.
However, thankfully this didn't seem to
hit a car, cause an accident or anything
more serious. This is the area where we
have been advising that needs attention
as the trees overhanging the road look
(and
apparently
are)
dangerous!
It seems as a Parish council / community
we cut the hedges and foot paths for
Albanwise and the Hare estate, we cut
the grass at the cemetery for the church
and now are we meant to cut maintain
the trees for the highways department?
I know this area of concern has been
mentioned several times at the Parish
9
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Thank You

Many hands make light work!
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Magpie Centre

Wimbotsham Parish Council were pleased to receive the very
positive letter from Peter Hewitt, which we wanted to share with you
as it’s a credit to so many within the village and dispels the belief the
our news letter is nothing more than ’moans & groans’.
And we are pleased to say that Peter’s only slightly negative comment
regarding the trees on the green is very timely, as the Parish Council
has already obtained quotations to reduce the crown of the trees, the
works have been authorised by the BCKLWN and will take place over
the winter months. So next summer the green should look better still.
11

yourWimbotsham

November 2017

FENMAN Classic Bike Show
FENMAN Classic bikes
Wow, what a Fenman we had this year,
it's was in fact our biggest show ever.
Wimbotsham has played host for 29 years
and this was an exceptional day with folk
coming far and wide in cars and
definitely on bikes.
The Fenman Classis Bike Show
committee work hard throughout the year
for this one day event. Although a bike
show, we raise money for local charities.

The Fenman committee is already
planning it's 30th show for next August
bank holiday. For updates like us on
Facebook. We would like to invite all to
help make it another great day and are
always looking for new volunteers, not
necessarily from the village (we currently
only have 3 members from the village).
We meet every 1st Sunday in the month
after January at the Chequers, 6.30pm.
Please feel free to come along and join in.

With the help of the village we welcomed Thank you for your continued support.
over 5000 people to Wimbotsham, to
enjoy the amazing choice of bikes, have a Jonathan Soames-Waring
pint and meet friends old and new.
The Fenman committee would like to
give a huge thank you to the Recreation
Ground, Downham Rotary, Downham
ATC, Albenwise Farms and the Chequers
Pub for all their support on this Bank
Holiday Monday.
The visitors saw Wimbotsham villagers
open up their gardens, driveways and in
fact any spare space to park bikes that
just kept coming. The Fenman received
overwhelming feedback on the day from
people thanking the village for their
hospitality.
Over the past years we have raised and
given £120, 000 very specifically to local
charities. Again this year we were able to
give £10,000 to the school, the
Recreation ground, Downham Rotary,
Tapping house, Q.E Hospital (MacMillan
and baby unit), Wallington Hall R.D.A,
East Anglian Air Ambulance to name but
a few from the monies raised.
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Houses on Honey hill like a Tardis It probably hasn't escaped
your attention that the new Dr who, has recently been announced. Is it by a strange
coincidence that whilst out walking around that time, I spotted the erstwhile doctors
mode of transport in a garden in our fair village!
Now, as a Dr Who fan, I know that
wherever and whenever the Tardis
appears, it's usually for a reason. Does this
mean that Wimbo is about to be taken
over by one of the doctors evil foes? Have
you seen a dalek or a cyberman yet? If the
answer is no, then perhaps it is an enemy
that is not easily seen, spotted or
identified. Any strangers in the chequers
lately?
I did see some strange creatures lurking in
the rec field, but Sarah assured me they
were 'children' (I personally believe that
they are an alien race in their own right!)
and were normal for Norfolk.
My subsequent forays into the village
have as yet not revealed any sinister alien
race, or beings not of this world at large.
Keep your eyes open, you never know, for
when the Dr appears, its usually to save
mankind.
As for strange aliens, well it could be argued that you look no further than the Rec
Ground Committee!
Steve Mingay
On further investigation, it seems the latest
resident of Bumble Cottage, Honey Hill is
TV director Brendan Shepherd and his
garden lodger is an original Matt Smith
box, together with a special weeping angel
plaque from hit BBC TV Series Doctor
Who.
Passers by have been extremely excited
and have asked lots of questions says
Brendan!
All residents please feel free to take
pictures we don't mind at all!! looks even
better at night!!
13
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Village Hall Looking Brighter
You may have noced that the village hall is looking brighter, with a programme of
works having taken place over the summer months. Not only has the outside a
had a lick of paint and new drainage, under the skin extensive electrical works
have been carried out to bring the village hall up to safety standards. You may
have noced the bright li(le green lights over the doors at night—part of the new
emergency lighng installaon. Other li(le things have happened too, such as
emergency ironmongery to the doors.
So a brighter, safer place for the village. The village hall is a great asset to the
village and with these improvements we hope you will make the most of the hall,
book for your own party celebraon, support acvies and even organise your
own acvity! In the coming year some further improvements are planned to
maintain the hall.

The Village Hall Commi ee exists to look a/er the day to day running of the
village hall, organising fund raising events to help fund the hall and the like. The
commi(ee acknowledge that they are not all as energec as they once were! And
are acvely seeking some new commi(ee members with a li(le energy and
enthusiasm to help with fundraising ideas and events, if that might be you, please
go along to a meeng or for more informaon contact Jill & John Clark 01366
382846. jill.john.clark@gmail.com. Or a(end a meeng.

Longer Term it is widely acknowledged that the hall is potenally nearing the
end of its useful economic life… the hall building was originally part of Bexwell
aerodrome, landing in Wimbotsham a/er the 2nd world war, it is a pre fabricated
structure which was never intended to last the 70 plus years that it has—so its
doing well, but should be rered!

Looking to The Future there is a need to consider replacement of the village
hall, this will require a lot of consideraon by the village as to what is required for
the future? And of course where a new village hall may be located? The general
feeling at present is that a new hall should remain a similar size to the exisng but
with added facilies such as meeng room, kitchen, toilet facilies…. Either on
the exisng site or perhaps on or adjacent to the recreaon ﬁeld. But there are no
ﬁxed proposals, just ideas at present!

New Village Hall Working Group to kick start the process of developing a
new village hall the Parish Council propose that an separate working group is set
up, dedicated to taking forward, with the hope that we may see a new hall within
say the next 5 years! It is intended that such a group will be made up of
Wimbotsham residents and representaves from various village groups including
14
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the parish council, village hall commi(ee, school, recreaon ground, village hall
users…. The inial aim would be to idenfy what the village would like to see,
carry out village consultaon and begin fundraising, grant applicaons and of
course agreeing the locaon and design… An excing opportunity, and one that
will require lots of me, energy and support to bring to fruion!
With this in mind, please consider if you would might like to be involved with a new
working group? Can you spare a li(le me to get the project oﬀ the ground? Do
you have some organisaonal, fundraising, form ﬁlling skills??? Or just some
energy and enthusiasm which can be harnessed? If so, please express an interest
by contacng the parish council, we will then keep you informed, with the intenon
arranging a meeng early in the new year: Thank you!

Contact: wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk

01553 674382

Village Hall What’s On
Monday:
Tuesday:

8:00pm – 9:30pm

Ouse Washes Molly Dancers
(Phil on 07878000175/01328701254)
5.30pm & 7.30pm Slimming World (Cat 07848834567)

Wednesday: 10.00am—12pm

Tai Chi (Rob James 01366 384641)

Thursday:

5.30pm – 8:30pm Jazzercise (Hilary on 07909 282165)
Aucon—last Thursday of the month.
Marie Thompson on 07796 992518)

Friday:

2:00pm – 4:00pm

Saturday:
Sunday:

8.30am – 10:30am Jazzercise
10.30am
The Branch Church

Short mat bowls (Mrs Pat Griggs on 384534)

Village Hall Hire Fees
The current hiring fees for the hall are as follows: The current fees for the hall are
as follows:
General Hire £8 per hour Parishioners £6 per hour
Children & adult party prices on request
A refundable damages deposit of £50 is required for all adult pares.
Contact: Jillian Clark, 01366 382846.
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It’s a dogs life….
Through walking the dogs and children around the lanes, there is a
better feeling now that we can all walk alongside each other, as
additional cutting is taking place. There is still some more work that
needs to be done, but it is definitely getting better.
However, we now have 2m or so to walk down the lanes and this is
great, apart from all the dog poo on the cut area. This means that you
still have to walk on the trodden footpath in single file. More than
happy to pick my own dog poo, but I don't feel overly excited about
picking up other peoples. So generally, I try and find a stick and flick
it to one side. Unfortunately, if we do not encourage people to do this,
then it is really a waste of time having the lanes cut.

Maybe the forestry commission poem might be suited?
“If your dog should do a plop, take a while and make a stop, just find
a stick and flick it wide into the undergrowth at the side.
If your dog should do a do, you don’t want it on your shoe, find a
stick, pick a spot, flick into the bushes so it can rot.
If your dog should do a poo, this is what you should do, just find a
stick and flick it wide into the undergrowth at the side.
If your dog should make a mess there really is no need to stress.
Find a stick, pick a spot, flick into the bushes so it can rot.”

A number of complaints have been received about dog fouling on and
around the village pavements and footpaths, so we ask again that dog
walkers are considerate of others and please pick up after your dog!
Remember the paths and lanes are for all to enjoy and not everyone is
a dog or poo lover!

16

WANTED!
Members for

New Village Hall Working Group
Can you spare a li(le me to get the project oﬀ the
ground?
Do you have some organisaonal, fundraising, form ﬁlling
skills?
An Exci4ng village opportunity for 2018
For more informaon (no obligaon!) please express an interest, we
will then keep you informed, with an inial meeng early in 2018:

To express an interest please contact the parish council:
Contact: wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk
01553 674382
Or speak to the Parish Council Chairman
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Wimbotsham Allotments
An Allotment Holders View:
I had often walked through the allotments wishing I had one of my
own to develop. I never dreamed it would happen so soon my
excitement on speaking to Liz Wing and finding out there were two
plots available to view was a new adventure in the making . Choosing
my plot was easy my daughter wanted a wildlife pond and the big
pines edging my plot were perfect. I couldn't wait to get started
clearing and burning up waste removing old rotten timber and
generally bringing it to a point we could at least have our first Year of
fresh home grown produce . We gave a patch to my daughter for
growing wild flowers to encourage more bees which in turn help with
pollination and looked beautiful.
I had help, it brought together all my family everyone got involved
and are still very much enjoying working together which is what I
wanted for the allotment to be a social space to meet up and all
working together to grow our own food for the table. We learned that
the soil was not the best and are continually improving the nutrients
necessary to grow crops learning all the time and being able to get
advice and help if necessary from the other friendly plot holders. A
bumper crop of runner beans and french beans were produced so they
will be grown next year sadly most of the other vegetables fell pray to
wildlife. This year more fences will be up new raised beds and
Hopefully can manage pest control and stay organic . It's dirty work
and we as a family love it!
Happy allotment holder
Louise Goskie.
If you are interested in an allotment please contact the secretary Liz
Wing on 01366 388954 or chairman Bob Archibald on 01366 388840

18

yourWimbotsham

November 2017

Wimbotsham School

Thank you for all your support!

Many hands make light work!

1 year ago Friends of Wimbotsham
Primary School applied for the
opportunity to be selected for a grant
from the Tesco Bags of Help project. We
were lucky enough to be selected and
went forward to instore voting in and
around Downham Market and King’s
Lynn. Thanks to the enormous
community support we were awarded the
full grant of £12,000 for the creation of
an outdoor learning centre and
community space allowing us to add
much needed additional learning areas
during school time and also serve as a
venue for community related projects
and events.

year round. The children used the space
as a stage for performing to parents/
carers and the wider community at our
summer fayre. It was also very popular
for a little shade and a resting place at the
Fenman Bike Show.

We are very grateful for all the support
we have received from our local
community in seeing this project through
and extend our thanks. We look forward
to welcoming you to our next event
which will be our:

Christmas Fayre on Friday
1st December 2-4pm.

The project was completed in August Amy Popp & Louise Morris
and is fully equipped with white board, Friends of Wimbotsham Primary School
computer points and lighting for use all
19
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Magpie Centre
MAGPIE CENTRE SWINGS INTO ACTION
A/er a very successful Cra/ and Country Fair, held on Sunday August 20, at
Wallington Hall, which raised more than £4,000 for the Magpie Centre, home of
West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Associaon, plans are already under way for
an even bigger and be(er event next year, scheduled for Sunday August 19, 2018.
Meanwhile, the Centre is well into its autumn riding and carriage driving
programme, with around 114 lessons being given every week to people of all ages
and levels of physical and learning disability. If you know of anyone who might like
to parcipate, just call the Magpie Centre 01553 810202 and request an applicaon
form.
Moving towards Christmas, you can do your shopping in comfort at the Magpie Art
and Cra/ Fair on Saturday November 18, from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm, again at
Stowbridge Village Hall, Downham Road, Stowbridge PE34 3PE. Refreshments will
be served all day. Stalls are £10 each (table and 2 chairs provided). To book, call
07725 163758.
As another gi/ idea, why not donate a year’s sponsorship of one of our lovely
ponies? Li(le Pebbles, a favourite with our niest riders; Ruby, a big Irish mare who
takes good care of adult riders, or Teddy, our smart driving horse are all available
for sponsorship. For just £12.50 or £25 a year, the sponsor receives a photo of
‘their’ pony, plus a sponsorship cerﬁcate, and news updates. For more
informaon, visit www.rda-westnorfolk.org.uk,.or call the Magpie Centre on 01553
810202 for a sponsorship form.
GeRng well into the Christmas spirit, all are welcome to join us for our Carol
Service at 6.00 pm on Thursday December 14 for carols, songs, mince pies and
mulled wine/fruit juice., and to meet some of the ponies. Wrap up warmly, as this
event takes place at the Magpie Centre indoor school, Wallington Hall, South
Runcton PE33 0EP. Find us on A10, about three miles north of Downham Market.
Admission free. No dogs except service dogs allowed.
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CAN YOU HELP THE MAGPIE CENTRE?
September 23 at the Magpie Centre, home of West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled
Associaon, saw a very successful Equestrian Table Top Sale. The indoor arena was
packed with 32 stalls, and the event realised £815 proﬁt for the Centre.
Stallholder bookings have now closed for the Magpie Art and Cra/ Fair at
Stowbridge Village Hall, Downham Road, Stowbridge PE34 3PE, Saturday November
18. This means that the hall will be ﬁlled with a vast range of artefacts: just the
place to do your Christmas shopping in warmth and comfort, with refreshments on
hand all day. The event runs from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.
Now the search is on for new trustees. The Magpie Centre, based at Wallington
Hall South Runcton, PE33 0EP gives around 114 riding and carriage driving lessons
every week to people of all ages, and with all levels of physical and learning
disability.
We have an annual budget of around £120K, of which one-third comes from grants,
one-third from rider/carriage driver donaons (the price paid for lessons), and the
remainder from our own fund-raising eﬀorts.
We are in urgent need of new trustees. Roles include: Treasurer, Secretary, Grant
Oﬃcer, Fundraising Oﬃcer and Events Oﬃcer.
These roles would suit perhaps newly-rered people, or any who have some me
on their hands and who wish to keep their skills up to date. Knowledge of horses or
people with disabilies is not essenal. To ﬁnd out more, just call the Magpie
Centre on 01553 810202 or, for an informal chat, call WNRDA Chairwoman, Rosie
O’Grady, on 01366 500104.
I, Caroline Dudley, am now Voluntary Publicity Oﬃcer for WNRDA. When I moved
to Norfolk, on my own, with my four horses, in 2004 I knew nobody. I went to a
dressage compeon at the Magpie Centre, as a spectator, spoke to the then
Centre Manager, trained as a Group Instructor, and have been involved with the
Magpie Centre in various capacies ever since.
Apart from using my exisng skills, plus a lot I never knew I had, I am privileged to
be part of a fantasc team, and have made some lifelong friends. However much I
have given to the Magpie Centre over the years, it has given even more to me.
Go on. Make that call! 01553 810202 or 01366 500104.
21

yourWimbotsham

November 2017

Recreation Ground
FENMAM present £1,000.00 to Recreation Ground
Last night (October 18th) was the recreation ground AGM. Throughout the year we
have been forging stronger links with various committees in the village including the
Fenman who I’m sure you’re all aware do a fantastic job running the classic motorcycle event every August bank holiday.
It is down to their hard work that thousands of pounds made at the event is then donated to local charities and causes. Last night we were thrilled to receive a cheque for
£1000 from the Fenman chairman and local resident, Jonathan Soames Waring. Here
he is presenting the cheque to our Wimbotsham Recreation Ground chairman, Steve
Mingay. “This will help us improve the facilities on the Rec for all the local residents
to enjoy” he said.

Jonathan Soames Waring presenting £1,000 cheque to Wimbotsham Recreation
Ground chairman, Steve Mingay.
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Respect for Tennis

Recreation Ground Request....
Please can we ask that you spread the word asking that if you use the table tennis,
then please treat the bats and balls with respect. Bats cost us around £4 each and this
coupled with cost of balls means replacing these items is eating into funds. We have
seen people banging bats on tables, found them smashed, stolen and left on the table
where they get wet and damaged. The equipment is there for all to enjoy. All we ask
is that you treat it with respect as damage costs.
Can we also ask that you treat glass items carefully as we’ve had broken glass on the
hard stand.
Anyway it’s mid October and its great to see the playground in use. Here’s an end of
day view after a busy weekend. This is village life. Help us keep it this way.

Thank you!

Keep an eye on our facebook page
Steve Mingay: Chairman
01366 384063
wimborecgroundchair@yahoo.com
23
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Zip Wire

A plea from the Recreation Ground Committee.....
It was agreed at the recent Recreation Ground Committee AGM
to proceed with instructing repairs to the zip wire at the village
playground. It was felt that this was such a well loved attraction
that it would be missed greatly if it had to be removed. Repairs
are expected to cost over £700 and it was therefore a decision,
which could not be taken lightly.
We would ask that if anyone witnesses any misuse of the zip wire
that it be reported. Please try to encourage older teenagers not to
overload the zip wire and to act responsibly. There is a weight
limit displayed.
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You are invited to the…

Carol Concert
with a difference!
A date for your diary...

Wimbotsham Village Hall Carol Concert,
Thursday 14th December, 7.30pm
Come along and start your Christmas with us. Get into the festive
spirit singing carols and hearing some great new acts perform as
well as the ones you are familiar with.
As always, free admission and complimentary food and
refreshments along with raffle prizes.
We really look forward to seeing you there….
The more the merrier!

Merry Christmas
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It is a fact that Methodist Chapels and
Village Pubs are still closing at an
alarming rate. This is the climate that
prevails at the present time.

Positive Note On a more positive
note we are pleased to state that the
Chapel in Wimbotsham Village still
maintains a weekly congregations
between 15 & 20 which means that we
are still viable.
We have recently carried out extensive
painting and window repairs, plus the
fact that the interior is very pleasing in
appearance giving a welcome to worship
leaders and congregation.

November 2017
Harvest Festival at out Harvest
Festival held on September 24th. We
were able to raise £150 from the sale of
goods brought by members of the
Congregation. This amount has been
sent to Water Aid to help provide clean
water where needed in poorer parts of
the world.

Knitters

and

Stitchers

The
Knitters and Stitchers continue to meet in
our function room on Tuesday Evenings.

Warm Welcome We extend a warm
welcome to all who wish to join us for
Worship at 11am each Sunday.
Don Gates 01366 383031
Services 11am each Sunday
All welcome
For details contact Don Gates: 383031
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WINTER WALK
Join us for our next village walk on…….
Sunday 3rd December
1.30pm meeting on the Village Green
Come and explore the lanes, tracks and fields around
Wimbotsham. See the changes to the countryside that winter
brings with it. A chance to get some fresh air, meet new people
and enjoy Wimbotsham’s rights of way.
The walk will take approximately one hour to complete and is
done at a gentle pace.
Dress up warmly and wear appropriate footwear.

Wimbotsham Coal Dole makes payments to assist the
poor of the village with fuel costs
Dating from 1911, the 100 Acre Common Charity was established to assist the ‘poor
inhabitants’ of Downham Market, Stow Bardolph & Wimbotsham through the
distribution of fuel. This generally being coal. Hence the name Wimbotsham Coal
Dole.
Today the charity makes payments each December to assist the poor of the villages
with fuel costs as coal is no longer used by most to heat their homes.
Historically most payments have been made to the elderly. However, individuals of
any age or from any organisation within the parish of Wimbotsham who feel they are
in hardship and in need of assistance with fuel costs may apply.
As general guidance, pensioners existing solely on the state pension, single parent
families, those on sickness benefit, income support or job seekers allowance could
apply. This list is not exhaustive but gives a general idea of those who the Coal Dole
expect to help. This guidance is in keeping with the aims of the Charity, and the terms
of the Trust Deed, to benefit the poor inhabitants.
Funds are distributed at the discretion of the trustees based on the information
provided by applicants.
28

Applica4on for 100 Acre Trust funds 2017
(To be returned by 30th November 2017)
Please answer questions accurately and honestly to the best of your knowledge,
providing as much supporting information as you feel appropriate. Please provide
the basic information required below and additional information on a separate sheet.
Name:

Date of Birth:

Marital Status:

Address:

Telephone:
How long have you lived in Wimbotsham:

Do you live alone:

Any dependents:
Please specify why you feel you are eligible and what you wish to use grant monies
for (please continue on a separate sheet where required):

Do you find it difficult to meet yours or your family’s basic needs? E.g. Providing
clothes, food, electricity, gas etc.

Details of the following will assist in assessing your application:
Details of your/household income/benefits/savings/investments:
Do you own/rent your own home:
ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION - Details which you feel may be
helpful to us:
DECLARATION BY APPLICANT
I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the statements I have made are full and correct in
every respect and that no relevant information relating to my circumstances has been withheld. I also
accept that all applications are considered at the discretion of the trustees and it will be their discretion as
to whether this application is successful. I accept that I may be required to provide further evidence in
relation to my financial information.

Signed…………………………………………
Date: ………………………..…
(Signature of Applicant)
Return to: 88 West Way, PE34 3QB or 37 Church Road, Wimbotsham, PE34 3QG
All informaon will be treated in conﬁdence by the 100 acre trustees.
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The Chequers
Seasons greetings
from The
Chequers Team Its that time again to
keep you all updated with what’s on
for the next few months

Just to remind everyone Quiz night is
now general knowledge every
Thursday, except the first Thursday
of the month which will be
Music. Times are the same 9pm
Christmas menu advertised in this start and £1.00 entry per person this
edition so please contact the pub if includes free refreshments and
you wish to make a booking.
winnings are donated to local
It is a really
We are not open for lunch Christmas charities by rotation.
Day but we are open 12-3 for drinks good night and well worth a try!

Boxing Day bar is open 12-5 lunch Our dementia friendly lunch which we
hold the last Thursday of every
available 12-2
month is still well attended. We have
OUR WINTER OPENING TIMES:
a two course lunch for £5.00 and it is
for dementia sufferers and their
EVERYDAY, FOOD AVAILABLE
carers to meet up, offer support to
EVERY LUNCHTIME AND
one another and enjoy lunch in a
EVENING EXCEPT SUNDAY.
relaxed and friendly atmosphere. It
EVENINGS 5PM MONDAYmust be pre- booked by calling or eTHURSDAY
mailing the pub
FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY We have been running an open mike
OPEN FROM 12 ONWARDS
once a month on a Sunday Afternoon
starting from 2.30pm please check
FOOD IS SERVED 12-2 EVERY
our facebook and web page for
LUNCHTIME
details of the dates each month.
MONDAY AND TUESDAY EVENING
Events are regularly updated on our
FOOD IS 5.30 – 7.30
Facebook page and all of our menus
WEDNESDAY – SATURDAY
and events are on our website
EVENING FOOD IS SERVED 6 PM www.thechequerswimbotsham.co.uk
– 8.30 PM
We are open for Sunday Lunch 12-3 Do not forget our function room
and offer a one course lunch £9.95. which is ideal for Christmas parties
and other types of family functions
two courses £11.95.
come in and have a look with no
Wednesdays Steak Night 8oz Rump obligation, There is no charge for the
or Gammon served with mushrooms, hire of the room.
onion rings, tomatoes chips and peas
Remember we are a Dog and Horse
£8.95.
friendly Pub
We are still running a two course
lunch time specials Monday – Phone number is 01366 386768 or
Saturday A choice of 2 mains and a you can e -mail
sweet for £6.95
infochequers@yahoo.com

Many hands make light work!
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Home-Start Norfolk
‘Helping Children, Changing Lives’

Home-Start Norfolk oﬀers, support, friendship and praccal help to
parents with young children across Norfolk

Time to spare? Perhaps you could become a Volunteer.
Volunteers come from all walks of life. They are recruited for their friendliness, praccal approach and understanding, and are matched with families
a/er compleng an accredited preparaon course. Is this you?

To ﬁnd out more about a course running in your locality:
Call: 01603 977040 or Email admin@homestartnorfolk.org
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Downham Market Library
Lots more than just books at the library…
Magic Forthcoming events at Downham Market Library –

November
For further information about these events, or to book
where necessary, please contact the library on 01366
383073
Downham Market Library is now on Facebook. 'Like' us to
find out more about what's happening at the library!
www.facebook.com/downhammarketlibrary

Regular events
Baby bounce and rhyme - Thursdays – 10-10.30 term time only
Come along and enjoy some songs and rhymes.
Scrabble Club – every Tuesday 10am – 12pm (term time only)
Enjoy a game of scrabble.
Knit and Natter – 1st and 3rd Wednesdays in month. 1.30 – 3pm
Brew and Banter – Every Friday 10am – 12 noon. 50p suggested
donation.
Enjoy a chat over a tea or coffee.
Job Help – free help with using the universal Jobsmatch website. Wednesday mornings or Friday afternoons. Booking essential.
Let’s Talk Together
Come along and practise your English conversation.
Every Friday (during term time)
No need to book just come along.
1.30—2.30pm
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Watlington WI

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month in Watlington Village
Hall at 7.30pm and warmly welcome new members and visitors/
guests.
We are a lively group with members of various ages from their 30’s to
their 90’s (yes, I did say 90’s) from many villages in the area. Our
activities are varied and topical; from talks on Bee Keeping to
Bollywood dancing we try to cater for everyone’s interests. If you like
to learn new things and meet some new interesting friends, then come
and give us a try. We celebrate our 50th anniversary in 2017 so we
must be doing something right.
We organise many workshops through the year from Indian Cooking
to Stained Glass Work, either in our own hall or in the local area.
Details of our programme and activities can be found on the
Watlington village website www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk Women’s
Institute or contact Marion, our secretary, on 01553 810407 for more
information.

Your local Taxi Service
Phone: 01366 510810
www.gandmtaxis.com
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Watlington Surgery
Volunteering enriches the soul – Dr Philip Koopowitz As I am writing
this, I reflect on my busman’s holiday as the volunteer medic on an activity holiday
for Disabled adults in Devon. I am truly impressed by the other volunteers, who
have given up their holidays to assist people with disabilities ranging from severe
quadriplegia to Down’s Syndrome. The age range of the helpers is 18-60 with the
majority being students or newly qualified. None are carers in their normal lives,
yet they have immediately adapted to the needs of others, and are constantly
looking out to see who needs help with feeding, moving or assistance with floating
in a swimming pool. I have asked most of the helpers what they get out of the
holiday and without hesitating they respond that the pleasure they get from seeing
the delight and sense of achievement in the people they are helping is their greatest
joy. These are ordinary people who have volunteered and obtained a huge sense of
satisfaction from being able to help in an environment which they are not used to.
With all the negative stories in our media, it gives great hope that we are still able
to take time to assist our fellow humans.

Volunteering It does not take a lot to volunteer and there are plenty of charities
that are constantly looking out for helpers, some on a once off basis and others
looking for a greater commitment. Age should not be a factor and I would
encourage people to not wait until they retire before looking for opportunities to
volunteer. Get involved and help- you may be surprised by the sense of
achievement you yourself can attain through spending a little of your time helping
others.

Flu jab With Autumn approaching, we are heading into Flu jab season. We
actively encourage as many of our patients to have a flu jab, especially those ages
over 65 or those who have chronic diseases. You might be offered a Flu jab by a
pharmacy and although we would encourage you to have a jab, please ensure you
let us know as we have access to your medical records and need to keep them up to
date. We have enough flu jabs ordered to ensure we can vaccinate all vulnerable
patients and those that request it. If you are a carer, looking after someone, on a
paid or unpaid basis, you qualify for a free flu jab. This would help us reduce the
risk of passing flu on to our vulnerable community. The Influenza vaccination
campaign has been extended to children and over time the age group of children
being offered the nasal vaccine will be extended. Please can you ensure you get
your children vaccinated so as to avoid an influenza epidemic. The true flu is a
very dangerous disease. We will be running Saturday morning clinics on 14th
October and 18th November. Please book with r eception fr om ear ly
September.

Appointments Whilst there are almost daily stories about how the NHS is
buckling under constant pressure and increased demand, Watlington Medical
Centre is very proud that we are still able to offer our patients access to doctors or
Advanced Nurse Practitioners on a daily basis. On occasions we may not be able to
offer you an appointment with the doctor of your choice at the time of your
choosing, as we have prioritized the demand for patients who have requested same
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day appointments. There is no easy answer to how we can continue to provide access
to all patients but we have found our telephone triage system allows us to assess the
problems and provide a timely appointment. We thank you for assisting us with this.

Moving with the 4mes

We are moving with the times and our new robotics
system is being installed in our dispensary and this should streamline our medicines
supply service and hopefully free up more time for our pharmacy team to assist with
medication reviews and continue to provide smoking cessation services. We are very
proud that Watlington Pharmacy has the highest success rate throughout Norfolk for
smoking cessation. Well done to the team.

Availability of the ‘Norfolk prepared’ App

- You may
like to be aware of the ‘Norfolk prepared’ app. Attached are further details
about how it provides live emergency warning alerts and step-by-step advice
in emergencies. It has never been easier to know the risks, to be informed
and to be prepared for an emergency See also http://
www.norfolkprepared.gov.uk/
Know what to do before, during and after an emergency with the Norfolk
Resilience Forum’s official Norfolk Prepared app. It’s free, simple and
practical to use! With the latest live emergency warning alerts and simple
step-by-step advice, it’s never been easier to know the risks, be informed
and get prepared for an emergency.
Send “I’m Safe” notifications to friends and family during an emergency; test
your Norfolk Prepared knowledge by taking our interactive quizzes and share
your scores with friends on Twitter and Facebook.
Get Norfolk Prepared at your fingertips now!
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