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 Welcome to the Wimbotsham News!   

October2019 

 

  Produced by Wimbotsham Parish Council 

 Keeping you informed of village life 
 

 Deadline for next issue: 10th  January 2020 
This newsletter is produced by Wimbotsham Parish Council. Every effort is made to ensure that 

information is accurate at the time of going to print, but no liability will be accepted for losses 

caused by inaccurate information. 

Wimbotsham Harvest 2019 
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Parish Council 

Many hands make light work! 

Welcome to the autumn 

newsle�er.  Summer has been busy in 

Wimbotsham in more ways than one, 

Wimbotsham making the na�onal news 

on September 4th as the village woke up 

to the sound of sirens and a plume of 

smoke above the church.  The second 

�me fire engines had visited the village in 

less than a week, as fire broke out in a 

domes�c outbuilding just days before.   

So, we thank the local fire brigade for 

their swi" and professional ac�on on 

both occasions,  remembering that our 

local Downham Fire Sta�on is manned by 

retained officers who give up much of 

their spare �me to train for such 

incidents. 

Pimms Evening 

A Pimms evening held in the village hall 

was well a�ended with over 40 guests 

enjoying free Pimms (or a non alcoholic 

cocktail) whilst listening to another  very 

informa�ve talk about the War�me 

Bexwell Aerodrome and viewing pictures 

and artefacts from the site.  The evening 

also gave an opportunity for an update 

by Ian Cable on progress of the New 

Village Hall Working Group. The evening 

was organised by Jackie Squires, Ian 

Cable, Anne Smith and Kate Penn, so 

thanks to them and of course Andy 

Moore for his enlightening and 

entertaining talk. Look out for more 

events in 2020. 

A10 Junc�on  

Since concerns were raised by the parish 

council new high level keep le" arrows 

have been installed to the ghost island 

on the A10.  Defec�ve speed signs in the 

village have also been replaced.  The 

parish council will con�nue to monitor.  

If you have any highway concerns or see 

any problems, these can be reported 

directly to Norfolk County Council 

Highways online: 

h�ps://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-

transport/roads/report-a-problem 

If no ac�on, please let the parish clerk 

know.  

Trees 

The Parish council has also been lobbying 

for tree cu>ng along West Way towards 

Stowbridge.  

Parking 

Parking in Church Road con�nues to give 

concern amongst residents, par�cularly 

at school �mes around the Chapel Lane/

Church Road junc�on, where parking 

causes single file traffic and it has been 

noted that several proper�es do not use 

their driveways to full affect.  A resident 

has raised sugges�on of yellow lines, 

which would displace vehicles elsewhere. 

This is  highway issue and the PC is to ask 

NCC to  look at the ma�er and for their 

advice on how to best manage it. 

Street Ligh�ng 

Most street lights within the village are 

the responsibility of the Parish Council, 

the opera�on of these is being reviewed 

by the PC.  Op�ons include removing 

street lights completely, to save energy, 

money and promote ‘dark skies’. There 

are studies that also suggest this reduces 
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crime levels as without lights burglars 

find it more difficult to see and are more 

obvious if flashing a torch.  Other op�ons 

include changing to LED lights for energy 

efficiency and at the same �me including 

�mer sensors which would enable the 

lights to be switched off in the middle of 

the night, again saving energy, money 

and promo�ng dark skies.  If you have 

any views please let the parish clerk 

know and/or a�end the next PC mee�ng 

to let councillors know directly. 

Village Green 

The green is looked a"er by the PC with 

regular cu>ng. Drains appear to be 

blocked and the PC are reques�ng NCC 

Highways clean these out to prevent 

large puddles forming at the junc�on of 

West Way and Church Road.  Trees on 

the green will be reviewed again as these 

are increasing in size and can 

overshadow.  

Vehicles have also been parking on the 

small green, residents are to be 

reminded that there is ’No parking on 

the green’. 

Highway Footways 

The footway alongside Lynn Road to 

Downham Market is becoming 

overgrown with hedges, brambles and 

holly bush encroaching, making it narrow 

and dangerous for pedestrians.  

NCC highways are being asked to cut it 

back. Though they also state it is the 

responsibility of householders to 

maintain their hedges and bushes to 

prevent them obstruc�ng the footway. 

Footpaths 

The bridge to the west end of West Way 

has now been repaired by NCC.  There 

was some delay as ini�ally NCC declared 

the bridge was ‘safe’ despite it having 

boards missing.  The PC had to insist it 

was re-inspected to iden�fy that it was 

indeed defec�ve and dangerous.  

Trods have had addi�onal maintenance 

funded by the PC to cut vegeta�on 

either side and ensure they are usable 

throughout the year. If you spot a 

problem, please let us know.    

wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk       or: 

01553 674382 

Next Parish Council mee�ng: 

29th October 2019 
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Many hands make light work! 

 West Way Fire  Following on from the fire safety gazebo at the mid summer fair, 

as another reminder that fire is real, just days before the church fire, three fire 

engines a�ended at two houses in West Way.  Believed to have stared in 

outbuildings before just reaching the houses.  Swi# ac$on by the fire brigade as 

they literally raced through the village to a�end and thankfully put the fire out.  

Rather an ordeal for the families concerned. And thanks again to the fire brigade.  

Open Gardens in Wimbotsham  2020 

Walking around our village, there is an abundance of lovely gardens that can be seen 
from the roadside but what is hidden from view? Next year on 6 June, we are 
planning to hold an Open Garden Day in our village, to raise funds for the new 
Village Hall. Would you like to contribute to this very worthwhile event? 

We have always been enchanted by visiting other village Open Garden days meeting 
such interesting people and pick up some growing tips, plants and perhaps tea and 
cake. We plan to open the village hall for the use of the facilities. You may just have 
a cosy patio garden, one dedicated to wildlife, an allotment, a front or a back garden 
or even a work in progress. Big, medium or small, it will be interesting to other 
people. We are hoping we have inspired you to take part and will have many offers 
from residents to open their gardens to visitors. 

We are sure you would find it a very enjoyable day too. We already have 8 possibly 
10 gardens on the list. Ideas and questions from residents are welcomed as outline 
plans need to be compiled to ensure a successful day. 

Please let us know soon if you would like to take part, whether it be listing your 
garden for opening or assisting on the day, giving out maps and directing visitors, 
supplying items for sale, etc. 

Contact details:  Carolyn Seymour & Anne Smith 

Anne: Email: Anne.smith3756@sky.com  Call or text Tel: 07948 725 224 

Carolyn: Email: seymour318.cs@gmail.com  Tel: 01366 381099   

Wimbotsham Open Gardens 
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Your councillors are: 
Bates, Simon  The Beeches, 2 West Way 01366 386607 

Cable, Ian (Vice-Chair) 37 Church Road   01366 386704 

Chilvers, Dean  45 West Way   01366 386211 

Fendley, David  12 Millers Lane  01366 383436 

Frost, Dana   21 Tinkers Lane  01366 387211 

Mingay, Steve  14 Church Road  07714 761871 

Squires, Jackie (Chair) 88 West Way   01366 386370 

Smith, Anne   30 Church Road  01366 389729 
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Parish Council 

Parish Council Meetings 
Meetings are held in the Village Hall Bar Room Starting at 7pm 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

If you would like to address the council there is an opportunity to speak 

Agendas & Minutes are published on the village notice boards & on the website:  

Wimbotsham.com 
Meetings: 

29th October  2019 

10th December 2019 

 

Contacting the Parish Council 
The best way to contact the council is via the Parish Clerk. 

  Please remember to provide your name, address and telephone number. 

Clerk to Wimbotsham Parish Council: Pippa Winson 
37 Ullswater Avenue, South Woo�on, King’s Lynn,PE30 3NJ 

wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk       01553 674382 
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Farming activities can have a significant effect on both the structure and 

appearance of our rural roads and Norfolk County Council is keen to work 

with the farming community to help ensure our roads are safe for all users. 

A new section on the Norfolk County Council website outlines how we can 

work together to help improve road safety and the roadside environment. 

The web pages include information on: 

• Cleaning of mud and spoil 

• Moving livestock 

• Maintaining ditches, drains and hedges 

• Fire and straw burning 

• Agricultural vehicles on the road 

• Use of agricultural road signs 

We have annual contracts with local farmers in allocated areas to help with 

snow clearance so please contact us if you would like to help (particularly in 

the west of the county) by emailing: 

NorfolkHighways.WinterServices@norfolk.gov.uk 

There is also a list of farmers without an annual contract who can help with 

ad-hoc clearance when snow is particularly heavy, for example during last 

year’s ‘Beast from the East’. 

Find out more at www.norfolk.gov.uk/farmingandthehighway 

Farming and the Highway 
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Home Safety 
Did anyone visit the Fire Safety gazebo at the Mid-Summer Fete in June?  You may 

have seen the various leaflets on display. I spo�ed the Fire safety in your home 

one.  It contained a number of interes$ng items apart from the important “be 

prepared” items. 

When you buy a new electrical appliance, you usually have a one or two-year 

guarantee that you register with the company who produced the item. 

I was advised that once that guarantee expires the company dispose of your 

details.  However, when a defect recall is issued by any company they have to 

no$fy the buyers.  That’s ok if it’s within the guarantee period but a#er that $me 

it’s difficult to find the buyers with the defect item. 

If you want to improve home safety; take the simple step and register your fridges, 

freezers and washing machines at www.registermyappliance.org.uk then the 

company can contact you quickly if a recall of free safety repair is ever needed.  

You only need to leave an email address for ini$al contact.   

Obviously, if it’s a car registered with the DVLA, you will receive recall no$fica$ons. 

Electric Blanket Safety 

I was also advised that there are o#en free safety checks for senior ci$zens run by 

AgeUK. These are s$ll carried out in our  neighbouring areas but to find out where 

the next one takes place you might like to try looking at the AgeUK website 

www.ageuk.org.uk occasionally, to see if a date is listed or for telephone advice 

ring 0800 678 1602. 

I was also informed by the fire safety person that every electric blanket should be 

tested annually by a qualified person and a#er 10 years the blanket should be 

replaced. 

Other points to observe:  

Do not fold an electric blanket, always roll it or store flat. 

Unplug at night, unless thermosta$cally controlled 

Do not buy secondhand 

If your blanket has scorch marks/worn fabric/bare wires or a damaged 

or buzzing connector -  Replace it! 

Is your home safe from fire? 
Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service offer a free Home Fire Risk Check. It takes just 30 

minutes and if required a new 10 year Smoke Alarm will be fi�ed.  There is no cost 

or charge for this. Call 0800 917 8137 to arrange. 
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Harvest 2019: Late August and harvest was in full flow in 

Wimbotsham. This photo taken on the Albanwise field to the south of 

Wimbotsham with West Way houses in the background.  It shows one of 

two combines cuJng wheat late into the evening before it became too 

damp.  Combines were accompanied by two tractors to cart corn to a 

nearby grain store in Crimplesham.  The day before they had been cuJng 

barley.   

 

View from the cab: Inside the high tech combines have touch screen 

technology, which at the press of a bu�on changes the combine seJngs 

depending on what crop is being harvested.  The driver (Jason Armsby of C 

S Armsby Agricultural Contractors)  s$ll has to know there job and 

concentrate hard, checking the crop ahead and looking for foreign objects 

in the cu�ers. 
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And A0er Harvest:  Work gets underway in September to improve the 

fields before the next crop is planted. In the very same fields south of 

Wimbotsham, areas where the drainage is poor and consequently  the crop 

is poor are iden$fied and new land drainage is installed by specialist 

contractor James Lake of Lake Agri. 

Lengths of perforated 

pipe are buried in the 

ground using a specialist 

trenching machine 

which forms a trench, 

lays the perforated pipe 

and covers it with 

shingle, all in one 

opera$on.  

Pipes are laid to a gentle 

fall and taken to the 

network of drainage 

ditches which surround 

the fields.    Above:  The trenching machine behind the 

tractor.  A second tractor then 

follows alongside to provide the 

shingle to backfill.  

Le0: Close up of the trenching 

opera$on.  This is a slow, noisy  

process as the ground is hard and 

the trenches around a meter deep 

depending on the depth of 

adjacent ditches. 

Next $me you are walking the local 

footpaths, think about all the work 

that goes into growing food and 

geJng it to the table.  Not only our 

local farmers, but haulage 

contractors such as G J Chilvers, 

who will have been busy car$ng 

grain and now sugar beet.   
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Norfolk Police headquarters at 

Wymondham where the assistant to 

the Chief Constable, Sgt. David 

German took it straight to the 

Chief`s office for him to see. This 

a�racted quite some interest with 

several people wishing to see this 

wonderful memorial which has now 

taken pride of place in Wimbotsham 

village hall and at a later date and 

hopefully will be unveiled by a 

senior member of Norfolk 

Constabulary.  

With best wishes to all, Bernie 

Mullin 

Below: Memorial Board. 
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Wimbotsham Memorial to Bill 

Gu3eridge Installed  

The Wimbotsham memorial board 

to Bill Gu�eridge has now been 

completed courtesy of a number of 

Norfolk companies who have 

enthusias$cally lent their skills and 

exper$se in suppor$ng this latest 

memorial most notably Andrew 

Smith of `The 

Signsmith` at Great 

Yarmouth who, 

offered without 

prompt to produce 

the signage and 

image of PC 

Gu�eridge 

(courtesy of Mark 

Alexander, the 

Great Grandson of 

PC Gu�eridge),   

organise French 

Polishing of the 

board itself in conjunc$on with a 

local specialist and construct the 

memorial board to it`s completed 

state for a very small amount of 

money; way way below the normal 

fee for this kind of specialist work a 

man of his calibre and extensive 

ability would normally charge.  

He, as a Romford Man has taken a 

deep interest in the Gu�eridge case 

and this has been reflected in the 

dedica$on and quality he has 

demonstrated in his work. I 

collected the finished board from his 

premises in Yarmouth and took it to 
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The 31st Fenman Classic Bike Show 
went ahead with clear skies and 
temperatures above 30 degrees! 

The whole village in general got 
behind the event with offers of parking 
on drives and general positive 
comments on how well behaved those 
attending were.  

The Chequers was well supported by 
the thirsty crowds.  Many of the 
volunteers who made the event 
happen are, or were residents of 
Wimbotsham. They were supported by 
friends and family who donned ‘helper’ 
T shirts and undertook tasks such as 
ensuring safe parking and selling 
tickets.  

The Rotary club along with other local 
groups like the ATC volunteered their 
help too. 

Remember, the Fenman has been 
going for over 30 years, and all profits 
are spread among local charities and 
deserving causes.  

We, the Fenman committee, would like 
to extend our thanks to you, the village, 
for getting behind this fantastic event 

 

 

 

Do you enjoy reading?   Would you like 

to join an informal reading group which will shortly be mee$ng bi-

monthly in Wimbotsham?   We will be choosing books (to read in our 

own $me) from an agreed-list covering a variety of topics and authors 

then mee$ng up to enjoy talking and exchanging views about them.  

Please give Mandy a call on 07796613587 for more informa$on.    

BOOK CLUB (Reading Group) 
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St Mary’s Church Fire 
Wednesday 4th September will unfortunately go down in Wimbotsham history as 

the day the village awoke to the great church fire.  Sirens were heard just a#er 

6am as fire crews arrived to tackle the blaze, though arriving swi#ly a#er receiving 

the call, the church was already well ablaze with much of the roof already 

destroyed.  As can be seen by the photos taken between 6.30 and 7.30am.  

Nine Crews In total nine crews tackled the blaze, Church Road being closed off for 

much of the day water was pumped up Church Road from hydrants at Turners Close 

and down from Lynn Road.  With so many fire crew in a�endance, one villager 

organised for a support canteen to provide drinks and food for the crew throughout 

the day.  For which we thank 

the voluntary organisa$on and 

all those involved. 

Though like many churches, St 

Mary’s only has a small 

congrega$on, with a service  

every four weeks, it remains an 

important part of the 

community, with members of 

Fire engines arrive, roof 

already destroyed. 
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the wider community having memories of weddings and other family occasions 

held there.  Our thoughts go to the church congrega$on and in par$cular Philip and 

Liz Wing, Church Wardens, who do so much to look a#er the church and organise 

church events, they will have been affected greatly.   

Immediately a0er the fire, churchwardens Philip and Liz were consumed with 

endless mee$ngs mainly concerning the Police and Fire service,  for which the 

inves$ga$on will take some $me and we are told that it could be up to six weeks 

before any form of report will be available. 

A mee>ng was held in the village hall on Saturday 14th September to inform    

people of what has happened and allay any concerns they may have.  Fortunately, 

the church is  covered by insurance, with insurance company loss adjusters being on 

site in the days immediately following the fire to make an ini$al assessment of the 

damage.   

The whole of the nave has been lost, with only the external walls standing. The 

chancel is in tact but extremely smoke damaged, though it is hoped this can be 

cleaned.  The tower is badly damaged, though the set of three balls are thought to 

be largely intact, including one 14th Century bell which is  believed to be one of the 

only ones of its type in the county.   Con�nued on following page 

Senior Downham Market fire officer assis$ng to co-ordinate the fire figh$ng 

opera$on, joined by specialist fire figh$ng equipment from across the county.  

The plaQorm ladder was used to direct water jets down onto the flames.  A red 

glow can be seen through the tower window. Miraculously, the bells are thought 

to have survived, now awai$ng rescue.  
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St Mary’s Church Fire 
Despite the intensity of the fire within 

the tower, seen right and below, the 

bells appear to have survived.  

The Bells The immediate priority is to 

remove the bells and make the 

building safe.  Because of the fragile 

nature of the tower and limited access 

to the church, both surveying the 

tower and the removal of the bells will 

be a difficult opera$on.  Structural 

engineers will first assess the 

remaining tower structure, possibly 

using modern drone technology to 

assist, then formulate a plan of work to 

remove the bells. Safely.   Just as fire crews could not get close with fire engines, it 

will be equally difficult to get close with cranes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking to the future, it is hoped that the church will be re built; "the policy is for 

rebuilding, so it will be rebuilt as long as it is structurally safe", church wardens told 

the public mee$ng.  The church will need to appoint architects and engineers to 

start this process and it is likely that re building the church would result in a more 

flexible, modern space internally, with hea$ng, toilets, kitchen and all that is 

expected in a 21st century church building for it to func$on in a 21st century way. 

This will of course take $me and the church will want to involve the wider 

community in the process.   

Social Media On social media this week, some appear impa$ent for progress and 

updates.  But these ma�ers are complicated, and will inevitably take $me.  Rest 

assured, a professional team is working in the background and works to recover the 

bells, protect the remaining structure and start the process for re building will not 

be unnecessarily delayed.  Please be pa$ent without specula$on, it wasn't planned, 

it will all take $me.   
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During August three of the broadleaf woodlands near to the village have undergone 

some intense thinning out.  The woodland between Wimbotsham and Downham 

Market and two areas of woodland along Lake Drove at the western end of the 

village have seen many of their trees felled and removed for firewood.  The 

approximate age of these felled trees is 50 years with a lot of them being Birch and 

due for felling.   

The Parish Council received an email from someone concerned about the perfectly 

healthy trees being felled and how we should all be doing our bit for climate change 

and felled trees should be replaced with saplings. The woods belong to landowners 

and farmers, with trees being considered a crop that can be harvested just like any 

other crop.  

Over the last 20 years I have frequently walked in the woods alongside Lake Drove 

and on village walks we use them as a stopping point to observe seasonal changes 

and anything of interest. During the summer months, the wood was quite dark 

inside, with trees growing tall and thin in order to reach the light.  Thinning out the 

woodland has now allowed sunshine to reach down to the lower woodland layers 

which in turn will improve habitat biodiversity.  Hopefully we will see a wider range 

of species such as Lesser Celandine, Wood Anemones and Bluebells?    

It is an unusual �me to carry out woodland management in the summer months, it’s 

usually done in the winter months when there are no leaves on the trees.    

          Jackie Squires 

Whilst out walking many of you will have seen the stacked logs. You can 

see the size of them by the photo of Parish Councillor Steve standing next 

to them. The result of professional woodland management which thins 

out trees to encourage growth and  local species to flourish as the en>re 

area is not decimated, and enhances the walks along local footpaths.   

           Sarah Wicks 

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT 
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Wimbotsham New Village Hall Working Group 

Keeping in Touch - October 2019 

The NVHWG con$nue to work.  For further informa$on please 

contact WimbotshamNVHWG@gmail.com or call 07498 

566175. 

 

Enquiries were sent to a number of Architectural Companies in order to get some 

professional help on board to assist us with feasibility studies. These a�racted a 

posi$ve response with all but one of the company's approached puJng forward a 

fee bid proposal. From these, two have been chosen for further interviewing and 

the group visited the two prac$ces in September. Following which, one prac$ce has 

been iden$fied as the preferred consultant for the feasibility stage.   

It is hoped that the successful Architect will be appointed as soon as funding is 

available within the coming months.  

These studies are necessary to help us understand more about the type and sizing 

of the building required to fulfil our needs, as highlighted from the village and users 

ques$onnaire/surveys. As part of the feasibility study we will also be looking at 

possible loca$ons for the si$ng of our new Village Hall.  

We con$nue to look at ideas for raising funds and details of some of these will be 

made available soon. If anyone has any ideas for fun ways of raising funds please 

forward them to the group, they will be greatly appreciated. 

Le0: Light can now pen-

etrate to the woodland 

floor 

Stacked up and ready to go 
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WIMBOTSHAM METHODIST CHURCH 
A Warm Welcome to all who wish to 
join us for Worship in Chapel Lane. 

Services 11am each Sunday 

Bible Study: every 2nd Tuesday 
10.15—12noon 

All welcome 

For details contact Don Gates 01366 383031 

Harvest Fes>val 

Our Harvest Fes$val was held on Sunday 22
nd

 

September, with thanks to all those who a�ended. 

Signpost 

Brilliant news!  With extremely grateful thanks to the 

Parish Council and to the NCC, a signpost has now been 

erected at the top of Chapel Lane poin$ng the way to 

our Methodist Church.  This followed our request to 

the Council last year, having learnt that there were 

many people who were unaware that we had a chapel 

in the village.  So, all who have not been before, please 

come and find us! 

Coffee mornings with bric-a-brac 

It was nearly a year ago that we held the first of our monthly Coffee Mornings and 

are delighted at  how popular they have become.  Everyone is welcome to come 

along to enjoy the home-made cakes and hearty cha�er in the sharing of news and 

making new friends, as well as to browse for a bargain on the bric-a-brac stall.    

Held throughout the year on the 3rd Saturday of every month from 10.15 am – 

12 noon, the dates during this Autumn are 19
th

 October and 16
th

 November. 

Room for Group Hire 

Our func$on room, with excellent facili$es, is available for hire for group mee$ngs 

and ac$vi$es.   Please call Mary D on 01366 388660 for informa$on. 
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 Village Hall What’s On  

Monday:  8:00pm – 9:30pm  Ouse Washes Molly Dancers  

     (Phil on 07878000175/01328701254) 

Tuesday:         5.30pm  & 7.30pm    Slimming World (Maddie  07889 790975)     

Wednesday: 10.30am—11.30am Tai Chi  (Rob James 01366 384641) 

                         6.30pm – 8:30pm Jazzercise (Hilary on 07909 282165) 

Thursday: Auc$on—last Thursday of the month. 

     Marie Thompson on 07796  992518 

Friday:  2:00pm – 4:00pm Short mat bowls (Mrs Pat Griggs on 384534) 

Saturday: 8.30am – 10:30am Jazzercise 

Wimbotsham Village Hall 

Village Hall Bookings 

Hire Fees: General Hire £8 per hour      Parishioners £6 per hour 

A refundable damages deposit of £50 is required for all bookings. 

Contact:  Dana Frost:   07748 270153  Wimbotshamhall@hotmail.com 

 

Wimbotsham Village Hall Quiz  

Monday 18th November 7pm for 7.30pm.   Teams of four.  £5 per 

person which includes light refreshments.   A fun and friendly 

evening for all the family.  Bookings and enquiries to Rose Hare 

01366 383 194 or roseharestow@icloud.com   

Wimbotsham.com 
The place to find  back issues of the newsle�er, parish council 

minutes, contact details and other village informa�on. Please take a 

look.    



20 

yourWimbotsham   October2019 

News from St Mary’s Church Wimbotsham 

Food & Fellowship Evenings 

  

9
th

 October A Co�age Pie Evening 

followed by Bingo 

  

13
th

 November A Sausage and Mash Evening 

followed by Hoy Bingo 

  

11
th

 December An Evening of Puddings (including Christmas Pud) 

followed by Christmas Carols and audience par$cipa$on 

  

all the evenings are held in the Methodist Church Schoolroom and they start at 

7pm 

everyone is invited so if you haven’t been to one then please do come along. They 

are very relaxed events, we have a chat and share fellowship together with the 

emphasis on enjoyment. 

Booking is essen$al (because food is involved) phone Liz on 388954 to book in. 

  

A Christmas Quiz 

Saturday 7th December at 7pm 

Wimbotsham Village Hall 

Teams of 4 £4 per person 

Please bring your own refreshments 

Phone 388954 to book your team 

  

Carols by Candlelight 

Sunday 15th December at 5pm 

The Bowman Brass Ensemble will lead our singing 

Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

Child friendly… please come and join us 
 

Due to be held in the church—has been cancelled . 

 

Look out for details of further events. 
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Dear reader, 

Have you ever wondered about what happens in our churches Sunday by Sunday? 

This poem landed on my desk last week. It is wri�en by a person who has visited our 

churches in the West Norfolk Priory Group. 

Reflec>ons of a Wandering Worshipper 

Thank you to the Wardens for everything you do, 

The services kept going for people and me and you. 

Faithfully to serve in each church of your own, 

With local congrega$ons, maybe a few but never alone. 

If one cares to wander, each church a special place, 

Where different forms of worship are there to embrace. 

Each building a sacred space in which to share 

Fellowship, hymns and quiet $mes of prayer. 

Maybe the building is grand, with steps to climb, 

Maybe $ny, in$mate, with windows that shine. 

Some have bells ringing out to welcome us in, 

While in a village hall there is Peace found within. 

There are those down tracks, far out in the fields, 

Some behind trees, where it’s quiet to just sit or kneel. 

You can hear the birds singing so#ly outside, 

And as you come outside, there may be flowers to find. 

I am a worshipper that wanders around 

To other churches, and have always found 

A welcome within, each one a special place, 

Each one filled with God’s Heavenly Grace – L.S. 

Next Sunday, why not come and see for yourself? 

(Check church no�ce board for services in nearby villages) 

Yours prayerfully,   

DK  David, Priest-in-Charge  E: louise.vigus@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk            

T: 07596 707469         Church Office, 27/29 Bridge Street, Downham Market PE38 9DW 
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Your local Taxi Service 

Phone: 01366 510810 

www.gandmtaxis.com 
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Wimbotsham Recrea�on Ground was the venue chosen for a family picnic on the 

24th August 2019.  36 of our family were there, 4 genera�ons with ages ranging 

from 86 years down to 1 year, some travelled from Canada for our party. 

We couldn't have chosen a be)er place, so much to do for everyone, and on 

enquiring we were able to use the pavilion which we found very handy. 

Many thanks to the Rec Ground Chair and Secretary for the help shown to us in 

enabling our great day out. 

A dona�on was given to the commi)ee, which will go towards upkeep of these 

wonderful facili�es. 

All said, what a nice playing field, which we used for rounders, and children's 

playing equipment is provided in Wimbotsham.  So thanks to all of the Recrea�on 

Ground Commi)ee, we will definitely be doing it again. 

Peter and Jean Hewi) 

Family celebration with thanks to 

Recreation Ground 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 

From Wimbotsham Parish Council 
 

Deadline for next newsle&er 

10th January 2020 
Make a note in your diary! 

Lease let us know what’s happened, what’s on (February 

to May 2020), what you are up to… anything that may be 

of interest…                                wimbotshampc@hotmail.co.uk        
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Midsummer Fayre June 22nd 

Another very successful and very well 

a�ended Midsummer Fayre hosted by 

The Wimbotsham Recrea$on Ground 

Commi�ee. We were so lucky with the 

weather which always helps and puts a 

smile on your face.  

This years raffle prizes seemed to go 

down well with everyone...even more so 

if you won...and they ranged from £100 

in cash to a family $cket for The Rare 

Breeds Farm at Stow Bardolph. Well 

done if you won!  

Several bands and singers played on day 

and they sounded great. Always good to 

keep the younger ones entertained and 

they enjoyed cra# areas, games, face 

pain$ng and making garlands in the 

tradi$onal Fayre style. Also superb to 

see several 

independent 

stall holders 

joining us 

showcasing 

their items for 

sale. 

No need to go hungry or thirsty as again 

we had a BBQ, vintage tea and cake stall 

As well as a beer and Pimms tent all run 

by commi�ee members and some great 

helpers on the day. We were joined by 

the local fire brigade who gave some 

sound advice on fire safety in the home. 

They brought along Dennis the dinosaur 

which went down well with the children.  

The reason we do this is to raise money 

to ensure we keep the Recrea$on Ground 

in good order from Health and Safety to 

being able to buy new equipment for the 

villagers of Wimbotsham and surrounding 

villages and towns to enjoy. We are very 

proud of this.  

Talking of money, we raised just over 
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£2,000 on the day to do this very thing! 

The Commi�ee Members thank you all 

for coming along and making it another 

fabulous Midsummer Fayre and for 

keeping our saying going...a great day 

the Wimbo Way!  

A thank you to our sponsors: Accent 

Fresh, Albanwise, C&A Motorcycle 

Training, The Chequers, Chilvers 

Transport, Church Farm Rare Breeds, 

Double Quick Hea$ng, The Hare Arms, 

Holly Landscapes, Jeff Sargeant, Knicats 

Bakery, Poppylot Farm.  

And a thank you to all those who gave 

their $me to help on the day. Much 

appreciated.  

Yes, of course we will be doing it all over 

again next year so we look forward to 

seeing you on Saturday 27th June 2020. 

Wimbotsham Recrea>on Ground Commi3ee 

Welcome you to their AGM 2019 
Did you know that the Rec ground is owned by the village, not by the school or the 

Council?  This is why we need your help; whether you have ideas, want to get in-

volved with the Midsummer Fayre, and other ac$vi$es, or just want to see what 

we’re planning, please come and meet us. 

Back Room at The Chequers 

19:30 on Wednesday 16 October 2019 

 

Join us for Carols Under The Tree  

Saturday 21st December:  6.30pm   

Mince Pies & Mulled Wine 
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Wimbotsham Recreation Ground 
Committee Annual General 
Meeting 

We are holding our A.G.M in the 
private function room at The 
Chequers on Wednesday 16 October 
2019 at 7.30pm. As a village we own 
the Recreation Ground and The 
Pavilion as opposed to the local 
council owning them. As a committee 
we can make decisions as to what 
equipment to buy and how best to 
maintain and improve them.  

However, this is a double edged 
sword as we then need to raise 
money in order to do this. That's why 
we hold as many events as we can.  

We think we have some good ideas 
how to go about this but we are 
always open to more input. This is 
where you come in. This isn't an 
article about asking you to become a 
member or asking for your money. 
It's about asking for your time on one 
day. We would love to see some new 
faces at our A.G.M. where we will 
review our year, consider events to 
stage and what to buy for the coming 
year... and you will get to hear all 
this.  

I'm sure you have some thoughts 
about what could be a great new 
piece of equipment or play area? Or 
what event we should hold that you 
have been thinking about for ages. 
Please do come along. We are a 
good bunch of people and we will 
make you very welcome. This is your 
village. Tell us what you want. 
Thanks in advance.  

 

 

HALF TERM EVENTS AT 
WIMBOTSHAM RECREATION 
GROUND/PAVILION 

Pumpkin Carving for Children 

On Friday 25th October come over to 
the Pavilion between 10am-2pm and 
carve your very own pumpkin. We 
will provide the pumpkins and the 
means to carve them and you can 
take them away with you to put on 
your doorstep for Halloween. It's only 
£3.50 to have a go and it is such 
good fun. The Pop-up-Cafe will be 
open for teas, coffees, soft drinks 
and snacks. Booking is essential for 

Grant Dona>on From Parish Council 

The Parish Council recently 
granted £500 to the Recreation 
Ground for the purchase of gazebos 
for future events, these will also be 
available to other groups in the 
village when required.  If you wish to 
know more, please contact Steve 
Mingay, Recreation chairman.  

The Parish Council also continue to 
support the recreation ground by 
arranging and paying for the grass 
cutting and general grounds 
maintenance.   
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this as we need to know how many 
pumpkins to bring along. Please let 
us know via our facebook 
page...Wimbotsham Recreation 
Ground. Get ready to carve your 
scary, spooky pumpkin!  

Halloween Trail 

On the very next day why not come 
along and join in our Halloween 
Trail? It's £2.50 to have a go 
on  Saturday 26th October at the 
Pavilion for 10am where you will be 
given a sheet with clues to find 
pumpkins dotted around 
Wimbotsham. Each pumpkin will 
have a letter carved on it and when 
you have found them all and got all 
the letters they will spell a word to do 
with Halloween. To keep the fun 
going your guide will walk around the 
village with you and ask you 
questions about Halloween...like, 
what colour are ghosts? Then we will 
all go back to the Pavilion where a 
goody bag will be waiting for you. 
The Trail usually finishes around 
1pm. You don't need to book your 
place for this one, just turn up and 
get pumpkin hunting! Good luck. 

 

Having no$ced that the bird 

deterrent on the play equipment 

was failing, it was decided that the 

$me to renew it was due.  

Armed with ladders and 

screwdrivers the commi�ee have 

now fixed an$ bird strips on top of 

the swing supports.  

Hopefully this will stop birds 

‘fowling’ the seats! 
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The Chequers 

Hi everyone hope you are all well and enjoying the summer break 

We hope you all like the new look of The Chequers all the work is nearly 
completed outside.  The next area for a revamp will be our function room!  

We are trailing live music every Sunday afternoon from 4pm, it is an open 
mike and jam session so something different every week so we welcome any 
participants or just come down for a listen.   

October 26
th
 the recreation ground committee are holding a Halloween party 

at The Chequers, there will be activities for children to participate in and live 
music so well worth putting a date in the diary for.  

Our Christmas Menu will be available to view or pick a copy up from 
September 2

nd
.  We will be running this menu from Monday November 4

th
 up 

to and including December 24
th
 and a copy is in this edition  

NEW TAKEAWAY LUNCH SERVICE 

From September our 2-course special or anything from our lunch menu can 
be ordered as a takeaway.  We recently supported an elderly person who 
was sent home from hospital but had to have a hot meal every lunchtime 
which we provided.  Depending on the address we may for a small charge 
also be able to deliver.  If anyone would like to discuss further or have a copy 
of the menu posted to them please call Kim on 01366 386768. 

Don’t forget our function room can be used for any community meetings or 
forums.  We also provide a very competitive rate on buffets for functions and 
can also devise set menus for any special family gatherings our function 
room can seat 24 comfortably.  Buffets we can cater for up to 70.  

Just to remind everyone Quiz night is now general knowledge every 
Thursday, except the first Thursday of the month which will be Music.  Times 
are the same 9pm start and £1.00 entry per person this includes free 
refreshments and winnings are donated to local charities by rotation.   It is a 
really good night and well worth a try! 

Events are regularly updated on our Facebook page and all of our menus 
and events are on our website www.thechequerswimbotsham.co.uk 

 

Remember we are a Dog and Horse friendly Pub 

 

Phone number is 01366 386768 or you can e -mail  
infochequers@yahoo.com 

Thank you as always for your continued support 

  



31 

yourWimbotsham   October2019 

Many hands make light work! 

A#er months of prepara$on, the 

Magpie Centre Cra# and Country Fair, 

held at Wallington Hall on August 18 

was a resounding success, neJng 

£6,500 for West Norfolk Riding for the 

Disabled Associa$on. 

Despite an unexpected deluge during 

the morning, the Mid Lincolnshire 

branch of the Bri$sh Driving Associa$on con$nued their performance in truly 

professional fashion and were rewarded with a rose�e presenta$on later in the 

day. 

By lunch$me the skies had cleared, and visitors enjoyed the displays, including 

those of Fens Falconry, the N and J Heavy Horses Musical Ride and a parade of 

classic cars, motorbikes and commercial vehicles. 

Highlight of the a#ernoon was the RAF SpiQire flypast. This iconic aircra# made 

three passes over the event, before swooping off to its Lincolnshire base. 

As autumn approaches and indoor ac$vi$es take over, the $me has come to book 

your places, £11 each, for the Magpie Centre Quiz and Hog Roast Supper (with 

vegetarian op$on), scheduled for Saturday October 19 at Stowbridge Village Hall, 

Downham Road, Stowbridge, PE34 3PE. This represents fantas$c value for a full 

meal, including a wide range of salads and desserts, plus a friendly and light-

hearted evening. 

Doors and cash bar, serving wine, beer, cider and so# drinks, open at 7.00 pm for a 

7.30 pm start. Teams of 4 to 8 are usual, but singles and couples are welcome to 

compete individually or make up teams on the night. 

To book, call 01553 828935 or email c.dudley@success-in-english.co.uk 

At the $me of wri$ng, the Magpie Centre has vacancies for some new riders. We 

cater for people of all ages and with a wide variety of physical and learning 

disabili$es, and in the winter, most lessons take place in our indoor school. 

To find out more, call the Magpie Centre on 01553 810202.  You will be sent a form 

to complete, followed by an invita$on to an assessment, free of charge, and if 

sa$sfactory, you will be slo�ed into a suitable group  
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The Chequers Christmas Party Menu 

PRE-BOOKED ONLY  

DEPOSIT OF NON REFUNDABLE £10.00 PER HEAD ON BOOKING 

Available from Monday 4th November – Tuesday 24th December 

Lunchtimes 12pm-2pm or Evening 6pm-8pm 

 

Chefs Homemade Broccoli and Stilton Soup 

Smoked Salmon & Prosecco Centre Parfait 

Scottish Garlic Mushrooms in a crisp breadcrumb   

Hog Roast Apple Pate 

Prawn Cocktail 

 

Norfolk Turkey, pig in blanket and stuffing  

                Braised Lamb Shank with Rich Red Wine and Rosemary 

British Beef Wellington  

Mushroom & Stilton Wellington, Sweet Potato chips and fresh salad  

Scottish Salmon fillet with honey and mustard 

Gressingham Duck Parcels with Pork, Orange and Apricot Stuffing 

All above served roast potatoes, Yorkshire pud and seasonal vegeta-
bles 

 

Traditional Christmas Pudding 

Crème Brule 

Homemade Bread and Butter Pudding 

Homemade Apple & Blackberry Crumble 

Fresh Fruit Salad and Sorbet 

Chocolate Profiteroles 

Cheese and Biscuits (£2.50 supplement)  

Coffee and Mince Pies 

3 Courses - £29.50 or 2 Courses £23.95 

 

Parties of over 10 people 10% discretionary service charge which go directly to 
waiting staff 
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THE CHEQUERS PUB, WIMBOTSHAM 

 

Come and enjoy a Lunch in a friendly cosy welcoming Nor-

folk village pub. Give yourself the chance to socialise and 

enjoy a freshly cooked meal in a relaxed atmosphere. 
  

Lunchtime Monday to Saturday £6.95 2 Course Specials 

Food served Monday and Tuesday evening 5.30-7.30 

Steak Night Wednesday £8.95 8oz Rump/Gammon  

Friday Night — Fish & Chip take away 

Thursday— Quiz night 

Sunday Roast 

  
The Chequers, 7 Church Road, Wimbotsham, PE34 3QG  

01366 386768 
infochequers@yahoo.com 

  
www.thechequerswimbotsham.co.uk 
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100 Acre Trust 

Wimbotsham Coal Dole makes payments to assist the 

poor of the village with fuel costs  

Dating from 1911, the 100 Acre Common Charity was established to assist the ‘poor 

inhabitants’ of Downham Market, Stow Bardolph & Wimbotsham through the 

distribution of fuel.  This generally being coal. Hence the name Wimbotsham Coal 

Dole. 

Today the charity makes payments each December to assist the poor of the villages 

with fuel costs as coal is no longer used by most to heat their homes.   

Historically most payments have been made to the elderly.  However, individuals of 

any age or from any organisation within the parish of Wimbotsham who feel they are 

in hardship and in need of assistance with fuel costs may apply.     

As general guidance, pensioners existing solely on the state pension, single parent 

families, those on sickness benefit, income support or job seekers allowance could 

apply. This list is not exhaustive but gives a general idea of those who the Coal Dole 

expect to help. This guidance is in keeping with the aims of the Charity, and the 

terms of the Trust Deed, to benefit the poor inhabitants. 

Funds are distributed at the discretion of the trustees based on the information 

provided by applicants.   

To apply for funds, please complete the application on the opposite page 
together with any additional information you feel appropriate and return to 
one of the addresses below: 

88 West Way:  35 Church Road:  37 Church Road: 

Wimbotsham Allotments Society 

The AGM of the Wimbotsham Allotments is on Thursday 21st. 
November at 7pm in the Village Hall Committee Room. 

Allotments are available for rent. If you are interested in taking on an 
allotment phone the secretary (Liz Wing) on 01366 388954 at least 
two weeks before the meeting. 

Bob Archibald 

Chairman 
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Applica>on for 100 Acre Trust funds 2019 

(To be returned by 30
th

 November 2019)  

Please answer questions accurately and honestly to the best of your knowledge, 

providing as much supporting information as you feel appropriate.   Please provide 

the basic information required below and additional information on a separate sheet. 

Name:     Date of Birth:   Marital Status: 

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

How long have you lived in Wimbotsham:  Do you live alone:      

Any dependents: 

Please specify why you feel you are eligible and what you wish to use grant monies 

for (please continue on a separate sheet where required): 

 

 

Do you find it difficult to meet yours or your family’s basic needs? E.g. Providing 

clothes, food, electricity, gas etc.  

 

Details of the following will assist in assessing your application: 

Details of your/household income/benefits/savings/investments:  

Do you own/rent your own home: 

ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION  - Details which you feel may be 

helpful to us: 

DECLARATION BY APPLICANT 

I declare that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the statements I have made are full and correct in 

every respect and that no relevant information relating to my circumstances has been withheld.  I also 

accept that all applications are considered at the discretion of the trustees and it will be their discretion as 

to whether this application is successful. I accept that I may be required to provide further evidence in 

relation to my financial information.  

Signed…………………………………………  Date: ………………………..…   

(Signature of Applicant)          
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Unit 5 Fairfield Road, Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 9ET 

 

www.kerrymotorservices.co.uk 


