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Welcome to the June2024 edition, of
Your Wimbotsham newsletter.

After almost 10 years this will be my
last newsletter as editor. February
2015 was my first newsletter, setting
the new format, previously the
newsletter was a black & white A4
sheet.

your Wirmbotsham

Welcome to the new look Wimbotsham News!

Newsletter
February 2015

Produced by Wimbotsham Parish Council

Keeping vou informed of village life

Deadline for next issue: 17th April 2015

Over the past 10 years | have been
pleased to report on many positive
activities and developments within the
village and | thank all those who have
supported with their contributions. It
has been an enjoyable, if time
consuming challenge, though | have
learned a new skill of ‘Microsoft
Publisher’ as a result. There is now an

opportunity for a new editor to take the
newsletter forward and put their own
stamp on it. Same format, different
format, who knows? Just one small
problem, after 6 months of looking we
haven't found anyone to take over!
Could this be you? None of the current
parish councillors wish to take it on,
though no reason why a villager cannot
work with the PC.

Please contact the clerk if you might be
interested in helping.

Correction: In the last newsletter our
clerks name was incorrectly spelt as
Frost, it is actually Nicola Forrest! Sorry
Nicola.

To take a look at previous newsletters go
o: Wimbotsham.com

Looking back at the 2015 newsletter
some of the village matters remain the
same, one similarity is that there remain
vacancies on the parish council. There
has been one parish councillor vacancy
for over a year, as of now there are two
vacancies. On the following page is a an
extract from the 2015 newsletter with
thirteen excuses for not joining the
parish council!

Again please come to a meeting to see if
you may be able to contribute.

In fact the theme of this newsletter is all
about contributing to the village. The
village hall is at premature threat of
closure if volunteers do not come
forward to help run the hall. It does not
run itself! The risk is that if people do



your Wirnmbotsham

June2024

Wimbotsham Parish Council

not volunteer it may close. See village
hall article.

The recreation ground is looking for
volunteers too.

So it seems that renewed community
spirit is needed to keep the village
going. So we urge you all to consider
stepping up and putting something
back into the village. The more the
merrier, with many hands making light
work it can be enjoyable, rewarding
and sociable working together. But
with only a few it becomes hard work
and less enjoyable. So please join in!

There is Good News from the church,
planning permission has been approved
for re building a modern church
building! An exciting opportunity for
the village to gain a new worship space
with the flexibility for other community
uses, to bring the church and the wider
village together. We look forward to
seeing the re building over the next
year or so.

Annual Parish Council Meeting was
held on Tuesday 14th May 2024, with
members of the public attending
together with representatives from the
recreation ground, history group, St
Marys church, Methodist Church and
Allotments, each providing a report on
their group. The parish council
chairman then gave his annual report
on the work of the parish council. The
report can be found on the website
Wimbotsham.com the chairman
concluded by announcing he would be
standing down as chairman and parish

councillor.

The Annual Parish Meeting was followed
by the Annual Parish Council Meeting
where the outgoing chairman conducted
the election of new chairman and vice
chairman. Dean Chilvers was elected
chairman, with Chris Hitchens being
elected vice chairman.

Borough councillor Vivien Spikings
formally thanked the outgoing chairman
for his hard work, stating he would be
missed and his knowledge would be a
loss to the parish council.

The outgoing chairman  thanked
councillors for their support during his
10 years of service and wished the new
chairman good luck in his new role.

Parish Council Information can be found
on our website Wimbotsham.com
including details of meetings, agendas,
minutes, copies of newsletter, contact
details, so please take a look.

Parish Council Meeting: A good internal
audit report was received, credit to the
now not so new clerk, new council
policies were adopted, again these can
be found on the website. An update on
the new footway linking with Broombhill
was received, this has again been
delayed by NCC and the PC have asked
Liz Truss to take up the matter with NCC.

Cleaning of war memorial was approved
and plans for D day were finalised, see
poster on back cover of newsletter. The
need for volunteers and potential
closure of village hall was discussed.
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Parish Councillor Vacancy

Thirteen Excuses for Not Joining the Parish Council!

1. "I'm too young". If you are 18 you are old enough.

2. "What's the point of just joining a talking shop, they don't do
anything". Have you ever been to a meeting? Basing your judgement
on watching The Vicar of Dibley is definitely not valid.

3. "I haven't got any planning application in at the moment".
Putting in for planning has got nothing to do with sitting on the
Council, whatever may have happened years ago. In fact, if your own
application is discussed by the Council, you must leave the room.

4, "I'm too busy, | couldn't commit to attending every single
meeting". Meetings are rarely more frequent than one evening every
six weeks, and missing the occasional one is perfectly acceptable.
Most meetings take less than 1% hours.

5. "I'm concentrating on finding a job or furthering my career".
Being a local Councillor is a definite plus point to add to a CV. It shows
you can make decisions, work in a team, are community minded and
pro-active. Prospective employees will be impressed.

6. "I haven't lived here very long and | don't know the area well". If
you have lived or worked in the Parish for a year you are eligible. Your
views as an 'incomer' should be welcomed, as you will probably see
things more objectively.

7. "I'm worried that | won't get many votes, and look silly". Even if
you are not voted on this time, you may very well be approached if a
vacancy occurs in the future and co-opted on.
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Thirteen Excuses for Not Joining the Parish Council!

8.  "Our Parish Council is full of Old Fogeys". Join up and change it
then.

9. "lI'dlook like a fool because | would not know what's going on".
You will be eased in gently; there is help, advice and more formal
training available. The Clerk is the legal officer in the Council, and he
or she will explain the rules.

10. "I'll have to sign that code of conduct thing that the press keeps
on about". The code of conduct is nowhere near as onerous as made
out by the press; out of some 80,000 councillors, only 300 have
refused to sign. The code stops situations like the planning one above.

11. "I'll have to let everyone know about all my personal and
business affairs". The declaration of interest asks you to declare
business interests within the Parish area, to guard against bias when
Parish issues are debated. As for personal affairs, get real, everyone
knows about these already.

12. "I'm too lazy and not interested in my community". An excellent
reason for not joining.

13. "l prefer to let others do the work and then criticize from the
sidelines afterwards". Also a valid reason for not joining, but do bear
in mind that expounding your views in the pub, rather than the
council chamber will not change a thing in your Parish.
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Parish Councillors

Having served as parish councillor for over 10 years, the last two as chairman and
previously vice chairman, lan Cable has stood down from the council, with much
enthusiasm for the village and many more ideas beyond those already implemented,
lan feels more time and energy are required to implement them and that only by
stepping aside will this allow space for others to step up and continue the good work
of the parish council. lan hopes that the two councillor posts will be filled by
proactive community minded people who will help breathe more energy into the
village. Being a parish councillor is all about making a positive difference to the
community. Which existing councillors have. lan will miss the council, though
believes it is important to change priorities at the right time. Dean Chilvers has been
a great support as vice chairman and lan believes he will put his own stamp on the

council.

From left: Steve Mingay, Dean Chilvers (incoming chairman, lan Cable (outgoing
chairman), Nicola Forest (clerk), Jackie Squires, Chris Hitchens.

To make a difference— now is your opportunity to become a parish councillor.
Attend a meeting and/or contact the clerk for more information. What are you
waiting for?
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Contacting the Parish Council
The best way to contact the council is via the Parish Clerk.

Please remember to provide your name, address and telephone number.

Clerk to Wimbotsham Parish Council: Nicola Forrest

clerk@wimbotsham-pc.gov.uk
07557 118580

Parish Council Meetings

Meetings are held in the Methodist Church Starting at 7pm

Everyone 1s welcome to attend

If you would like to address the council there is an opportunity to speak
Agendas & Minutes are published on the village notice boards & on the website:

Wimbotsham.com

Next meeting:

23rd July 2024

Your councillors are:

Chilvers, Dean (Chair) 45 West Way 01366 386211
Fendley, David 12 Millers Lane 01366 383436
Mingay, Steve 14 Church Road 07714 761871
Squires, Jackie 88 West Way 01366 386370
Smith, Anne 30 Church Road 01366 389729
Hitchens, Chris (Vice Chair) 53 Church Road 07977 275884
Vacancy

Vacancy



your Wimbotsham

June2024

Wimbotsham Village Hall

Village Hall

at threat of closure

Sadly, without new volunteers to help
run the village hall it faces closure,
unfortunately this is a real possibility
being discussed by the parish council.
The parish council does not have the
resource to run the hall and the hall
does not have sufficient income to pay
staff.

There are only a few active members of
the existing village hall committee and
some of these wish to step down after a
number of years service. Including Kate,
the volunteer bookings clerk and
treasurer, Kate has looked after the
bookings and finances for over 5 years,
whilst Kate enjoys the role her
professional life has become ever
busier. As Kate has taken on a more
senior management role, it is no longer
practical for Kate to take such an active
role in running the village hall. So with
regret Kate informed us last year that
she would be stepping down from 31st
March this year.

Unfortunately we have been unable to
find a replacement volunteer. The roles
are not super onerous for the right

person, but do require a degree of
flexibility and enthusiasm with ad hoc
responding to telephone and email
enquiries, taking bookings, payments
and so on.

Other volunteers are also required to
help with tasks such as checking the
hall, arranging occasional
maintenance, housekeeping, such as
raking the gravel, checking the toilet
rolls, a little tidying and all those little
tasks which are required to operate
the building and keep it open.

And, with a few more volunteers we
might be able to organise more events
to help finance the hall, which is
currently running at a loss due to the
limited number of bookings, which
have declined.

It would be great to be able to hold
events such as bingo, more coffee
mornings, quiz nights, and whatever
ideas people come up with?

There are around 700 people in the
village, so we need less than 1% of you
to volunteer. Please don’t be the 99%
that do not!
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To find out how you might
help save the Village Hall
Call into the village hall for a coffee and
informal chat:

Thursday 20th June
Between 9 - 10am Or 6 - 7pm

If you cannot make either, please email:

wimbotshamhall@hotmail.com
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Cafe Connect - our village cafe

You have probably seen the posters on notice boards and around the village
advertising our Village Cafe. So how did it start and what’s it all about? From
community events held over the years, the Parish Council has seen how people
enjoy gathering together to celebrate, meet with friends, make new friends and
share food and often reminisce. To make this a more regular opportunity the idea
of a community cafe was born and two of the Parish Councillors have taken the
project forward.

Cafe Connect is open the first Saturday of every month from 10-12 in the village
hall. Our third Cafe Connect took place early April and as word has spread, so has
the attendance. We are also receiving very positive customer feedback .......

'| appreciate the company and service that | get there'.
'| see more people on that day than in a whole month'.
'l wish the Cafe ran every Saturday'.

We are grateful to our volunteers who bake a tasty variety of cakes and sausage
rolls and assist with serving on the day. Also the volunteers who set up the tables
and clear away when the cafe closes.

Dogs on leads are welcome in the Cafe. There is a wide community of dog walkers
in Wimbotsham; you are welcome to call in with your pooch for a well earned cup
of coffee.

The Methodist Church hall also runs a coffee morning on the third Saturday of each
month. We thank them for their kind advice. i

S -H e Y
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Magpie Centre News

MAGPIE
\J CENTRE

3
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A MIXED BAG

First, many thanks to all those who came to support the Quiz Night with Hog Roast
supper, held on April 27 at Stowbridge Village Hall to raise funds for the Magpie
Centre, home of West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association.

The evening attracted more than 80 participants and raised a whopping £1006 for
the Centre.

Next up is the Craft Fair, plus Have a Go Dog Agility event, scheduled for Saturday
June 8, 10.00 am — 3.00 pm, at the Magpie Centre, Wallington Hall, Runcton Holme
PE33 OEP (find us on the A10 three miles north of Downham Market).

Attractions include more than 40 stalls, a children’s craft tent, an opportunity to
meet and greet one of our lovely ponies and a Pre-Loved Walk-In Wardrobe, where
you can purchase men’s and ladies’ clothing and accessories at a fraction of the
usual price.

The event is undercover with full wheelchair access, free parking and refreshments
served all day. Admission is £2.50 for adults (under 16’s free) and entries for the
Dog Agility are £2.50, surely a modest price for a family day out. Well-behaved dogs
on leads are welcome.

Sunday June 30 sees the return of the
popular Magpie Charity Ride, with off-road
rides of varying lengths, including one for
riders on lead rein, in the lovely grounds of
Wallington Hall. Visit the Hoofbeats
website for details of how to enter.

The Magpie Centre is currently seeking two
new mounts: one a 14.2hh riding pony and
the other a 15.2hh ride and drive horse.
Must be sound and sensible. If you know of Fg:
any suitable animals, please contact the S5&%
Magpie Centre on 01553 810202 to
discuss. :

And finally — keep the date Saturday
August 17 for the Magpie Centre Open
Day. More details to follow. i
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Craft Fair

& 'Have a Go' Dog Agility

Saturday .
8th June

Refreshments served all day
10am-3pm
Magpie Centre

Wallington Hall, South Runcton, on the A10
PE330EP
Enquiries: 07715 467866

Well behaved dogs on lead welcome
Craft stalls are undercover in Indoor School
Free parking £2.50 entry Under 16's free Dog Agility £2.50
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A K
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FAVRE 7%

Saturday 22 June 2024

12:00 until 17:00

Wimbotsham Recreation Ground
Local Craft Stalls
Bar and Vintage Cafe
Live Music and Molly Dancers
Children’s Storyteller
Old Fashioned Games

BBQ and Ice-creams

Raffle Entry £1 * 15 Prize £100, 2nd Prize, £50,
3 Prize £25*

14
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From the Vicar

The Revd. Canon Dr. David Karoon
WEST NORFOLK PRIORY GROUP
My dear reader,

The recent funeral scandals in Hull have been distressing to the families concerned
and we feel for them. Thankfully, the local funeral directors we work with in West
Norfolk have been carefully selected and proven to be reliable. As Christians, we
are Easter people, who mourn with those who mourn but always with the hope of
the resurrection!

Still, we must be wise enough to think and plan for our funerals. Parishioners who
live in the parish can avail themselves of the privilege of having a Church funeral
and burial in the churchyard. The service will have to be according to the rites of
the Church of England and the fees are moderate. As a guide, a full Church funeral
service followed by burial in the churchyard will cost under £820 in total. It is good
for the environment too! You don't have to be a regular churchgoer to be able to
use your parish church, although the service will be dignified and traditional (not
too different from that of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth !!).

If you need more information or advice, please contact the Church Office. We have
specialist Lay Ministers who are trained and experienced in assisting families.
Alternatively, you can find the information on our website (see below).

TWELVE CHURCHES, ONE MISSION

With prayerful good wishes,

DK

The Revd Canon Dr David
www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk

Tel:07596 707469 (9am to 1pm, Mon-Friday)
Email: louise.vigus@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook!

15
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St Marys Church Update

Good News!

The Rector, Churchwardens and Church Council of St Mary’s are
exceptionally pleased to be able to inform our wonderful village that St
Mary’s has been granted full and unconditional planning approval to go
ahead with the redevelopment of the church building.

Yesterday (May 7th) the sub-committee attended a very long session at King’s
Lynn Town Hall where, at the end of a long list of planning concerns for
West Norfolk, was the case for St Mary’s. Following the submission of a pre-
application scheme in March 2022 the Borough Council’s Conservation
Department and Historic England insisted on several changes being made.
The church council and our architects (Freeland Rees Roberts) had to work
hard to ensure the changes met both the needs of the church and fulfilled the
Borough Council’s Planning Department’s requirements.

Our first draft drawing for an extension on the south side of the nave was
deemed to be ‘too boxy’. ‘Could you present something more resembling an
aisle on that side of the church’? Away we go. Four amended drawings and
plans later the two auspicious bodies were starting to like what they were
seeing, though this wasn’t until the possibility of removing some of the south
wall in the process had been refused by the church council. Apart from
anything else we thought it was unnecessary and the cost of such a design
was far beyond the scope of the insurance claim, in addition to already
having a perfectly adequate door in the south wall of the church.

Built-in photovoltaic panels producing solar energy on the south nave roof
were initially considered too futuristic until we pointed out that both King’s
College Chapel Cambridge and St Peter Mancroft in Norwich both have
schemes in progress and it being the policy of the Church of England that all
of its buildings should be carbon neutral by 2030. What would be the point
of retro-fitting these items when we can build them into the design now?

Heating the building is planned to be by Air Source Heat Pumps. These will
supply hot water to an internal heating system either via trench heaters or
underfloor means to heat the interior, the PV panels solar generation
offsetting the cost of the electricity.

Because so much of the building has been lost to the fire it enables us to

16
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incorporate much higher levels of insulation, particularly in the roof, than
would nominally be the case. The wall plaster finish will also incorporate
thermal heat loss properties. Windows will be secondarily glazed and
external doors fitted with gaskets to reduce heat loss.

The extension building, as well as housing lavatories, a kitchen and
‘gathering space’, will also shelter and protect the important Norman
doorway built around 1150AD from future weathering.

At length the church council has satisfied all statutory bodies including our
own Ely Diocesan Advisory Committee and we are confident we can present a
revitalised church building to the community that is fit for the purpose of
both worship and community use for the 215t Century and well beyond.

Of course, as we are ‘church’ the process has been as much the work of
prolonged prayer as well as statutory procedure.

The Parochial Church Council would like to thank everyone who supported
the application via the KL&KWNBC website. We are very grateful to you all.
We intend to exhibit more detailed plans in an open afternoon at the Village
Hall in the not-too-distant future.

St Mary’s Wimbotsham

We continue to hold our monthly Holy Communion at Holy Trinity Stow Bardolph
Our service is on the fourth Sunday of every month at 11am, we would be very
pleased to welcome You!

Enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact the West
Norfolk Parish Office: 07596707469 (Mon-Friday 9am-1pm)
www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk m:louise.vigus@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk

To find out how you might
help save the Village Hall
Call into the village hall for a coffee and informal chat:

Thursday 20th June

Between 9 - 10am Or 6 - 7pm

17
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Irene Rumball 1924 - 2023

Many people in Wimbotsham will
have heard that Irene passed away
last autumn, just 3 months short of
her 100" birthday.

Irene’s parents Albert Edley and
Gladys Willings moved around
England after he became an Anglian
priest, with Edley’s last appointment
as Rector of Barton Bendish in 1954,
retiring in 1963.

Both Gladys and Edley were involved
with the scouting movement, Edley becoming a Scout Commissioner and Gladys
working with the Girl Guide Rangers.

Irene met William (known as John) when he was the Treasurer at Barton Bendish,
where his father was a churchwarden. John was the manager of the Trustee Savings
Bank in Downham Market. Irene and John were married at St Faith’s Church, Kings
Lynn in 1972. At the age of 17, John enlisted in the Signals Regiment and served
during WW2 with most of his service then being in India.

During WW?2, and to support the war effort, women had no choice as to where they
were sent by the government. In 1944 Irene was sent to Slough to work in nursery
education. Her nursery looked after 80 children from ages 2-5 years. They occupied
2 Nissen huts. Taking the register each day was problematic because they also had
to take money for meals and not all children stayed for all meals. The costs were
Breakfast 3d. Lunch 6d. and Tea 3d. Their mothers were required to work to fill the
job vacancies left when men enlisted for WW2 service. Whilst in Slough, Irene went
on a course in Stafford to study remedial teaching.

In 1972, John and Irene’s first home was at 4 Westway (or 49 The Street)
Wimbotsham built in 1704. Soon after her marriage Irene assumed a volunteer role
in Wimbotsham School, assisting the teachers 2/3 days a week which continued for
25 years. Their marriage was short, as sadly John died in 1980. Irene then moved
to a smaller property at 19 Westway in 1983 and remained there until last year.

18
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John and Irene had one son, Michael, followed by 4 grandchildren and 2 great
grandchildren. Michael was a regular soldier in the Signals Regiment and enlisted
when he left Downham Secondary Modern Boys School. He was in the second
wave after the invasion of The Falkland Islands. After leaving the army, he became
a dog trainer but died in a tragic accident in 2014.

Irene joined Wimbotsham W.I. in 1972 enjoying knitting and sewing. In her later
years Irene kept herself busy reading, completing crosswords and knitting squares
to make blankets to raise money for Tapping House Hospice.

Written from conversations with Irene Rumball in July 2020.
by Carolyn Seymour, Wimbotsham History

Wim.villhistory@btinternet.com Carolyn Tel: 01366 381099.

Wimbotsham Knitters and Stitchers

We took up a New Year appeal
from Downham Market Library for
knitted clothing items for children E
aged from new born to 2 years
old. They would be used to make .
up baby bundles for those families
in need. Right are our first
donations we made and delivered
to the library.

We are still knitting. We meet
every Wednesday 7:30-9pm in the
Chequers.

Call Anne on 07948 725224 or
Carolyn on 01366 381099 if you
are interested in joining us. -
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Recreation Ground

Carols Around The Christmas Tree — December 2023

Another great evening singing songs and 4
carols to get into the festive spirit...and if you s
actually wanted some spirit The Recreation §
Ground Committee provided mulled wine and g%
mince pies for a small donation. We believe §
that somewhere in the region of 100 people §&
turned out on a thankfully dry but chilly night. &
The children got their turn when they helped
with the song The Twelve Days of Christmas

Thanks go to all the committee members who
helped out on the evening and to Steve our
chairman for his guitar playing to help us sing
along.

Thank you to all who gave donations on the

evening. The money raised goes toward the
upkeep of the Recreation Ground...and a big
thanks to all who came, we will be pleased to
see you next year for another sing-a-long around the Christmas Tree.

Easter Egg Trail | - ;
Good Friday el ol A ~

What a great tradition and really
enjoyed by the seventy or so
children plus parents or
grandparents who came along to walk around the village. They had to solve
several questions by spotting the clues in the village so they could get their
Easter egg...pleased to say they did!

The other great thing about it is many families stayed on after completing the
trail to have a good time using many of the Recreation Ground facilities, zip
wire, swings, slides playing
football and just generally
having a good time. All the
money raised on the day goes
to keeping the Recreation
Ground in good working order.

A really big thank you to all
who came and to Sarah for
putting it alll together. See you
next Easter.
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Recreation Ground Pavillion

"Following a successful funding application
the Recreation Ground Pavilion has
recently benefitted from refurbishment
works. A village contractor has installed
new windows, doors, heating, kitchen and
toilet.

Thanks go out to the contractor and to a
volunteer group consisting of a village
resident and members of the Specialist
Teams Royal Engineers 534 Regiment, who
spent a day giving the building a new lick of
paint following the works. The building
looks much fresher now and the
Recreation Ground Committee look
forward to welcoming the community for
the Midsummer Fayre."

Midsummer Fayre 22nd June 12 — 5pm
All proceeds from Midsummer Fayre to Wimbotsham Recreation Ground, a charity
(Charity number: 1052106) run by volunteers from the village, for the village.
Volunteers are needed to help the committee and run future events, contact Steve
on wimborecgroundchair@yahoo.com or 07714 761871

Wimbotsham Methodist Church

For further information and latest updates please call Mary Davies on 01366
388660
We warmly welcome all to join us for worship and fellowship

Sunday Morning Services:
Every Sunday at 11 am

Monthly Coffee Mornings with bric-a-brac:
10 am — 12 noon on the 3™ Saturday of every month. With home-made cakes, bric-a
-brac, books and jig-saw puzzles
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The Chequers

Hi All

Just to keep you all updated on exciting new development here at The Chequers.
Our new business of 2 self-contained holiday lets are due to open in May. They will
be a good extension of the business and a good asset for the village One of our
Lets have disabled access and both have a dedicated parking space, Wi-Fi , TV’s, a
sitting room with a sofa which converts into a double bed, double bedroom and
shower room so both lets will suit couples and families. If any villagers would like
to book if they have family visiting or for any other reason, please quote WIMBO15
and book direct with us on the usual number and we will apply a discount of 15%
off of your booking price which will be £120.00 per night. If anyone would like to
come and view the accommodation, please contact the pub

Many of you may be aware of how many pubs particularly village pubs are closing
at the moment, and we did have to reduce our opening hours this winter which
after ten years of trading was an extremely tough decision. We are looking forward
to the summer and have lots of exciting events planned so please follow our
Facebook page or our website which has all details on.

Thank you again for your continued support its really needed and appreciated.

Kim and The Chequers Team.
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Wimbotsham
Litter Pick

Meeting at the Village Hall at 10am on
Sunday 22nd September 2024

PPE will be provided

o
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4 D-Day
80th Anniversary

To commemorate the 80th Anniversary
of D-Day we will be lighting the beacon
on the Village Green at 9pm'on
Thursday 6th June 2024

The Chequers Pub will be serving cakes and
refreshments from 7.30pm provide by
Wimbotsham Parish Council




